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INTRODUCTION 

As Christ the Victor Churches, we want to be marked by a profound 
orientation to the Word of God. We want to know the Word deeply, to 
allow it to change us, and to become obedient to all that Christ 
commands. This journey through the story of the Bible is a tool to equip 
believers in the Word. We aim to help disciples of Jesus Christ... 

 Know the plot of the biblical narration of the acts of the triune 
God (Father, Son, and Spirit) in history. 

 Understand how the different parts of the Bible relate to one 
another. 

 See the theme of the victory of the Kingdom of God through 
Jesus Christ in all of Scripture. 

 Develop a Christ the Victor worldview that sees our entire world 
and all of existence as part of the great story of God.  

 Understand the place the church and Christians today in the 
grand story of God. 

 Have our minds and hearts shaped by the memorization of and 
mediation upon key passages in the Bible. 

 Be equipped to faithfully pass on the story to others. 

  



5 

 

CHRIST THE VICTOR 

He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame by 
triumphing over them in him.  — Colossians 2.15 

Statement of Identity: Christ is Victor! 

A Universe at War 
From eternity past our Triune God, Father, Son, and Spirit existed in 
perfect joy. As the sovereign God, he created all that exists. He is 
the one true king of all. The ancient serpent, Satan, rebelled against 
the rule of God and fell from heaven. Since his fall, the universe has 
been at war. The fight between God and Satan has always been 
over one thing — authority. The fight is ancient in its duration, 
cosmic in its scope, and unrelenting in its severity. Human beings 
also rebelled against the rule of God by obeying Satan. Though 
humankind was created in perfection and enjoyed fellowship with 
God, this great fall into sin has cast us all into a spiral of eternal 
death and separation from God. 

Christ the Victor 
In his great mercy and loving-kindness, the Lord promised to send a 
Savior to redeem his creation. The Old Testament prophesies clearly 
of the Messiah who would bring salvation to God’s people. This 
Messiah would come from the nation of Israel in the lineage of 
Abraham, heir to the throne of David. Jesus Christ was this Messiah. 
His death on the cross meant victory over Satan and the breaking of 
all the evil strongholds on humanity. In Christ, God has redeemed 
creation and is gathering a remnant who will share forever in his 
Kingdom through the triumph of his Son. 

Representing the King 
We believe our greatest privilege as believers in Jesus is to faithfully 
represent Jesus Christ as the coming King who once for all defeated 
the powers of evil and who will very soon utterly destroy Satan, all 
demonic activity, sin, and death. We take great joy in knowing that 
we have been called to declare this hope in our urban communities 
as a foretaste of the eternal hope to come. We believe people can 
experience the victory of Christ over addiction, pain, sorrow, hatred, 
bitterness, anger, violence, immorality, and all other expressions of 
sin. We believe that the single greatest expression in which we 
represent Christ amidst great evil is Christus Victor (Christ the 
Victor). The fight is on! 
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Values: Our Holy Heartbeat 

 A shared spirituality centered on Christ and celebrated through the 
church year 

 An historic theology anchored in Scripture and summarized by the 
Nicene Creed 

 A focused mission committed to reproduction that results in 
indigenous church planting movements 

The Story of God: Our Sacred Roots 1 

The Unfolding Drama of the Triune God: The Objective Foundation 

The Alpha and Omega: The Father Almighty, Creator and 
Sustainer of All Things 

Christus Victor: The Incarnate Son, Jesus of Nazareth, Victor over 
Sin, Death, and Satan 

Come, Holy Spirit: The Lord and Life-Giver, who Indwells, Unites, 
and Empowers the Church for Her Kingdom Mission 

Your Word is Truth:  The God-Breathed Scriptures Bearing 
Faithful Witness to the Person and Work of the Triune God 

The Participation of the Church in God’s Unfolding Drama:  
The Subjective Response 

The Great Confession: Confessing the Truth of God’s Story 
Summarized by the Nicene Creed 

His Life in Us: Reenacting God’s Story through Worship in Word, 
Prayer, Sacrament, Song, and Life 

Living in the Way: Embodying God’s Story by Following in the 
Footsteps of Our Lord and Being Transformed into His Image 

Reborn to Serve: Continuing God’s Story by Giving Witness to 
Victory of the Lord in Word and Deed 

                                            
1 Sacred Roots images – © 2009. The Urban Ministry Institute. All Rights Reserved. For more 

information on Sacred Roots, please visit www.tumi.org. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STORY 

The Core of Scripture 

The Bible is a single unified story with a theology that is both 
understandable and consistent. The story of God that began before time 
works its way across the pages of Scripture, finally culminating as God 
establishes his kingdom reign forever, beyond time.  

Story, or narrative, forms the core of the Bible. The Bible is made up of 
many types of literature including narrative, law, poetry, wisdom, 
prophecy, letters, and apocalypse. Every part of the Bible is interrelated 
with the other parts. As a whole, it finds unity around a narrative core. 
The other types of writing have meaning and significance when they are 
viewed in light of their place in the story.  

These 26 lessons are an attempt to help believers learn the narrative 
core of Scripture.  

Understanding Story 

Stories in the Bible are not so different from other stories with which we 
are familiar. They have settings and characters. They follow a plot with 
tension, complication, climax, and resolution. They are meant to engage 
the whole person, putting us into the narrative world. We can easily 
become wrapped up in a good story and have our own day-to-day 
reality suspended as we are transported to another reality. Stories are 
also the only way to answer many of life’s most fundamental questions. 
Questions about origins, meaning, destiny, and purpose can only be 
answered by an all-encompassing narrative. 

The Bible is God’s story. It is God’s all-encompassing narration of reality. 
The individual stories transport us to his reality. They wrap us up in his 
kingdom, in the world where he reigns, and will reign forever. Stories 
teach truth, but they do so in full living color, in three dimensions, in 
time and space. It is necessary to summarize the teaching of a story, and 
so we have in the Meaning of the Story sections. However, do not let 
those truths flatten out the beauty, drama, joy, tragedy, tension, and 
resolution of these wonderful stories of our God and his kingdom! 
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USING THESE LESSONS 

The Story of the Bible Overview  

These lessons are written be used in conjunction with the one-page The 
Story of the Bible overview (also see p.9 and Appendix). This sheet gives 
a simple and clear outline for all of history, as the Bible tells it. It begins 
before time and extends beyond the end of time. It is meant to show 
how God is crafting his story through all of the phases of history. 

Understanding the Story 

These sections provide some context for the stories. Large sections of 
Scripture had to be summarized at certain points in order to tell an 
understandable narrative. These sections also give a guided tour that 
help in understanding how the text tells its story. It is important to 
understand the Bible first on its own terms, before we ask what it 
means for us. 

Meaning of the Story 

These sections summarize a universal teaching or principle of the story. 
In the Old Testament, we have provided a meaning for the original 
audience, who lived before Jesus, and for us today who live as Christians 
by faith in Jesus and with the presence of the Holy Spirit in us. In the 
New Testament, we have provided only one principle.  

The Story and Us 

These sections point out some possible applications of the Biblical story 
for us today. They are certainly not the only applications that can be 
drawn from these stories. They are quite general in nature so that 
people who study through these lessons can have room to make specific 
applications to their own lives and churches. 

Memory Verses 

These verses are taken either from the stories that are read for the 
lessons or from another point in the same story. They are meant to help 
people internalize and remember the stories of the Bible. Scripture 
memory is an important part of growing in Christ. Memorizing these 
passages will help you remember not only the individual stories of these 
lessons, but also the broader story of Scripture. 
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THE STORY OF THE BIBLE 
Adapted from From Before Time to Beyond Time: The Plan of God in 
Human History by Don L. Davis 
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OVERVIEW OF THE LESSONS 

Old Testament 

Chapter Story 
Scripture 

Texts 
Memory Verses 

Before 
Time 

1. Eternity Past 
2 Timothy  
1.8–12 

2 Timothy 1.9 

In the 
Beginning 

2. Creation 
Genesis  
1.1–5,26–31, 
2.15–24 

Genesis  
1.26–27 

3. The Great Rebellion 
and the First Signs of 
Grace 

Genesis  
3.1–24 

Genesis 3.15 

God’s Plan 
Unfolding 

4. Call of Abram 
Genesis  
12.1–7 

Genesis  
12.1–3 

5. Sacrifice of Isaac 
Genesis  
22.1–19 

Genesis  
22.17–18 

6. Joseph 
Genesis 37.2–
36, 45.1‒8 

Genesis 50.20 

7. The Ten Plagues and 
Exodus 

Exodus  
3.1–12,  
15.1–18 

Exodus 15.2–3 

8. The Giving of the Law 
at Sinai  

Exodus 19.1–
6, 20.1–17 

Exodus 19.5–6 

9. Refusal to Take the 
Promised Land 

Numbers 
13.1–3, 13.17–
14.35 

Numbers 14.11 

10. Conquest of the 
Promised Land 

Joshua  
5.13–6.27 

Joshua 1.8–9 

11. David, the Covenant 
King 

2 Samuel 7 
2 Samuel  
7.14–16 

12. Elijah on Mount 
Carmel 

1 Kings  
18.1–40 

1 Kings 18.21 

13. Sin and Exile of the 
Nation  

2 Chronicles 
36.14–21, 
Jeremiah 
29.1–14 

Jeremiah 
29.10–11 

14. A Remnant Return 
from Exile  

Ezra 1.1–4, 
Nehemiah 
2.1–8 

Ezra 1.3 
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New Testament 

Chapter Story 
Scripture 

Texts 
Memory Verses 

The 
Fullness of 

Time 

15. Hope for Christ  Luke 2.22–38 Luke 2.29–32 

16. Birth of Christ 

Luke 1.26–35, 
2.1–21, 
Philippians 
2.5–7 

Philippians  
2.5–7 

17. Words and Works of 
Christ 

Luke 11.14–
23, 1 John 3.8 

Luke 11.20 

18. Suffering, Death, and 
Burial of Christ 

Luke 23, 
Philippians 2.8 

Philippians 2.8 

19. Resurrection and 
Ascension of Christ 

Luke 24, 
Philippians 
2.9–11 

Philippians  
2.9–11 

The Last 
Days 

20. Pentecost 
Acts 1.8,  
2.1–4, 36–47 

Acts 1.8 

21. Conversion of Saul 
Acts 8.1–3, 
9.1–31 

Acts 9.20–22 

22. The Church Expands 

Acts  
16.16–34,  
Romans 
15.18–21 

Acts 16.31 

23. The Letters of Paul  
Galatians 4.4–
7, Ephesians 
6.10–20 

Ephesians  
6.11–12 

The Final 
Victory 

24. The Return of Christ 
Revelation 
19.11–21, 
20.7–15 

Revelation 
17.14 

Beyond 
Time 

25. God’s Eternal Kingdom 
Revelation 
21.1–8, 22.1–5 

Revelation 
21.3–4 

Summary 26. The Nicene Creed  
The Nicene 
Creed 

2 Timothy 2.2 
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Eternity Past – God’s Eternal Purposes and the Origin 

of Evil: 2 Timothy 1.8–12 

The Story of the Bible – Before Time 

Understanding the Story 

 We do not have any account of what God was doing before the 
creation of all things. We get glimpses here and there in short 
passages like this one. 

 The context here, given in v.8, is that Paul is telling Timothy, a young 
pastor, not to be ashamed or afraid of suffering. Instead, he is to 
see it as sharing in Christ’s own suffering. 

 Verses 9–10 give the reason for this stance. Paul explains to 
Timothy that they are part of something that God began before 
time. God’s eternal purpose was to save a people by his own grace 
in Christ Jesus.  

 So then, in vv.11–12, Paul sees his calling and his ministry as the 
outworking of God’s eternal purpose. This, he says, is the reason he 
is willing to suffer without shame. He trusts that God, who called 
him, is working in him to fulfill his eternal purpose. 

 This passage also brings to light another reality of our world. That 
Paul is imprisoned and suffering clearly points to the fact that evil is 
actively opposing God’s eternal purpose.  

 The origin of this evil is something of a mystery. Again, 
there are hints and glimpses of what likely happened. 

 Isaiah 14.12–17 and Ezekiel 28.11–19 both speak of an 
angelic being who, through his pride, thought himself equal 
with God. He, along with an angelic following, rebelled 
against the Lord. This is likely the origin of Satan (the leader) 
and the demons (the followers). 

 Satan and his demons still oppose the Lord and his kingdom. 
As in Paul’s case, they use varied means to destroy, disrupt, 
and discourage the spread of the gospel. 
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Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: Even though it appeared that Satan’s 
opposition to Paul’s ministry was effective (because Paul was 
imprisoned), Timothy had to stand strong by trusting in God’s 
faithfulness to fulfill his eternal purposes. 

 For Us Today: We are a part of God fulfilling his eternal purpose, 
and must be deeply convinced of his faithfulness if we are going to 
stand for Christ in this evil age. 

The Story and Us 

 We are a part of God’s story that began before time. Our church 
and our lives are wrapped up in the drama of the ages. This should 
give us both a deep humility about our role, and rich sense of 
significance about our mission. 

 We need to be deeply convinced that God will indeed fulfill his 
purpose through us, his church. It is God who is at work in and 
through us. By his own strength he will fulfill his purposes. We are 
privileged to participate, but it does not depend on us. 

 We must be battle ready. Satan opposes the kingdom of God. As the 
church, we live in God’s kingdom; we are soldiers in his army. We 
should expect that Satan will fight against us. He will use any and 
every means to discourage, disrupt, and destroy us. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – 2 Timothy 1.9 
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Creation – The Good Kingdom of God: Genesis 1.1–
5,26–31, 2.15–24 

The Story of the Bible – In the Beginning 

Understanding the Story 

 Genesis 1 brings into clear focus the fact that God is the true creator 
of all things. He originated everything whether physical or spiritual, 
visible or invisible. Everything that exists, God created out of 
nothing (see also Hebrews 11.3).  

 He created by the power of his word alone. He spoke and things 
came into existence. God’s word is the creating force that calls 
everything into being. 

 The Spirit of God is hovering over the earth as it is formless and 
empty (void). He is overseeing it and preparing it to be formed (days 
1–3) and filled (days 4–6). 

 Verse 5 speaks of Day 1. There are 6 days in which God forms and 
fills the earth, and a seventh day on which he rests. Whether or not 
these are literal days is less important than understanding that the 
Lord created everything, and that, when he created things, they 
were “good.” 

 God saw that his work was “good.” God’s original creation was 
meant as place without suffering and death, without decay and 
pain. How these things entered God’s good creation is the subject of 
Genesis 3 – The Great Rebellion. 

 Verses 26–31 occur on the sixth day and give an account of the 
creation of human beings. 

 Human beings are created “in the image of God.” The idea of the 
image is a representation of something. We represent the Lord on 
earth. We are meant to represent his character, his values, his 
wishes, and his rule. The dominion spoken of in these verses is 
human beings representing God by ruling over his earth. We are 
agents of God’s kingdom reign, meant carry to out his will for 
creation. 

 Being the image of God is a high honor and a great responsibility for 
humanity. Genesis 2.15–17 explains these two sides of image-
bearing. First, we are blessed with the honor of taking care of God’s 
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world by keeping it and caring for it. We are also given the 
responsibility of obeying the command of the Lord our creator.  

 The final section of Genesis 2 explains how God made male and 
female to relate to one another. God gives the man and woman to 
one another and creates marriage. Marriage is God’s idea, and was 
a part of his original good creation. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: The original purpose of human beings is 
to be the image of God, living under his rule through worship and 
obedience, and representing God as agents of his good kingdom 
reign. 

 For Us Today: Through Christ, who is the perfect image of God 
(Hebrews 1.3), the Spirit of God transforms us so that we offer him 
true worship and obedience, and so that we again become agents of 
God’s kingdom reign. 

The Story and Us  

 Among human beings, only Christ, who was himself God, perfectly 
lived out his role as the image of God. We must follow in his 
footsteps, by the power of the Holy Spirit if we want to fulfill God’s 
purpose for our lives. Our purpose in the Christian life is to grow 
more into the image of Christ (Romans 8.29). 

 God still calls people everywhere to be agents of his kingdom reign 
on earth. While Satan’s kingdom now opposes God’s kingdom rule, 
the church must be steadfast in her purpose of advancing the 
kingdom of God.  

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Genesis 1.26–27  
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The Great Rebellion and the First Signs of Grace: 
Genesis 3.1–24 

The Story of the Bible – In the Beginning 

Understanding the Story 

 The serpent is Satan, the enemy of God (Revelation 12.9). He 
appears with the intent of diverting human beings from their 
purpose, being the image of God. He tempts the woman here by 
magnifying what she could not have. God had allowed the man and 
the woman to eat from every tree in the garden except one. The 
serpent paints God as restrictive. 

 The serpent further tempts the woman by making it seem like God 
is withholding something good from her, the knowledge of good 
and evil. This, he says, will make her like God. What he says is 
accurate. The knowledge of good and evil does indeed make her like 
God (3.22). Satan’s lie is that this is a good thing. 

 She consents as does the man, and they commit the first sin by 
disobeying the direct command of God. 

 When God comes looking for them in the garden, they are hiding. 
Their hiding symbolizes their shame and fear.  

 The consequences of this sin are disastrous. Sin enters the world, 
and taints everything good. In verses 14–19 God gives the 
consequences, or curse, of their sin. 

 By obeying the voice of Satan rather than the Lord, human beings 
rebelled against God’s kingdom, and submitted themselves to 
Satan’s rule. From this time forward, human beings are born in sin, 
under the rule of Satan. God’s kingdom reign is challenged as his 
image bearers and kingdom agents turn their allegiance to Satan. 

 However, even in this darkest moment, God gives the first sign of 
hope and grace. Genesis 3.15 is known as the first telling of the 
gospel (the proto-evangelium). 

 Here God promises that the seed of the woman will one day defeat 
Satan by crushing his head, although the seed’s own heel would be 
bruised. This is a promise that eventually, evil will be defeated 
forever, and God’s kingdom will have the victory. This victory 
however, comes at a cost (the bruising of the heel). 



17 

 

 The final verses of this chapter describe that, as a result of sin, 
human beings are cast out of God’s presence (the garden), and lose 
eternal life (forbidden from eating from the tree of life). 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: Through rebellion against God’s kingdom 
rule, human beings have fallen under the power of Satan, and are 
now subject to difficulty, pain, and death.  

 For Us Today: Every human being is born in sin, under the rule of 
Satan, and is naturally disobedient to God. Satan always calls for 
people rebel against God’s reign. Only through Christ, the seed of 
the woman, can human beings be brought back into the kingdom of 
God. 

The Story and Us 

 We are all born in sin, rebellious against God (Psalm 51.5). Our sin 
nature never leaves us, and Satan never stops calling us to rebel 
against God. We must be aware of his schemes and resist his 
influence in our lives. 

 Satan always opposes the kingdom of God. We should expect, that 
as we call people out of darkness and into the light of Christ, the 
devil will come against us and strengthen his grip. We must be 
strong in the Lord in order to stand against him (see Ephesians 
6.10–11); against both his temptations in our own hearts, and his 
schemes to keep us from ministering God’s love to the people 
around us. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Genesis 3.15  
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Call of Abram – The Promise to the Patriarchs:  
Genesis 12.1–7 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 God’s call of and promise to Abram in the these verses marks a new 
phase of his dealing with human beings. Human beings had rejected 
God’s kingdom rule, and chosen Satan instead. Through Abram’s 
line, now the Lord will reassert his kingdom reign in the world. 

 The stories leading up to this one (The great flood of Genesis 6 and 
the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11) give the picture of a world soaked 
in sin and chaos. God’s plan to counteract Satan’s kingdom in the 
world begins with one man, Abram. 

 The story does not give a sense of why God chose Abram, but the 
Lord decides to break in on the life of a childless 75 year old. He 
makes an astounding promise in vv.1–3. In essence, the Lord 
promises to be with Abram and his family, to support him and bless 
him. 

 Of all the families on the earth, the Lord chose one to be his special 
people. Through this family, he promises, the whole earth will 
receive his blessing. Only under God’s kingdom reign can people 
experience his blessing. He is promising that through Abram’s family 
line, the Lord’s kingdom will spread out to “all the families of the 
earth.” 

 Abram obeys by going, without knowing clearly his destination. As 
he goes into the land of Canaan (v.6 gives some place markers that 
let us know where he is roughly) the Lord then tells him, ‘this is the 
place I will give you.’ As the story progresses, we see that Abram’s 
family (Israel) does indeed receive this land.  

 These short verses are the first growth from the seed of promise 
that was planted in Genesis 3.15. As God’s plan grows and takes 
shape, we find out that the promises to Abram’s descendants are 
fulfilled through one man born in his line, Jesus Christ (Galatians 
3.29). Through him all families on earth are indeed blessed and can 
come into God’s kingdom. 
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Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: The promise that God makes to Abram’s 
family inaugurates his kingdom plan that will eventually bring 
salvation to the whole world. 

 For Us Today: The blessing of God’s kingdom can be truly 
experienced by all people, as we become a part of this promise 
through faith in Jesus Christ, the descendant of Abram. 

The Story and Us 

 Salvation is based in God and his promise. It does not begin with us, 
nor do we bring it about for ourselves. God graciously decided to act 
on behalf of humanity, so he came to Abram and promised to bless 
him. The blessing we receive through Christ of having our sin 
forgiven and being welcomed into God’s kingdom is completely 
God’s work based on his own grace (see Ephesians 2.8–9).  

 Jesus Christ, the true descendant of Abram, is the only means of 
obtaining God’s blessing. “There is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4.12). Only 
through Jesus Christ can a person come into God’s kingdom now, or 
be welcomed into his eternal kingdom. 

 In a world so pervaded by sin and chaos, God’s kingdom plan, 
starting with one man, seems too small to make an impact. 
However, what began with Abram has now encompassed billions of 
lives. Likewise, our faithfulness may seem too small to make an 
impact. However, God’s presence is truly with us through the Holy 
Spirit, and he will bring about his great results.  

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Genesis 12.1–3 
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Sacrifice of Isaac – Test of Allegiance: Genesis 22.1–19 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 Abram, whose name the Lord changes to Abraham, has the clear 
promise of the Lord. However, his faith and obedience are by no 
means consistent. He has good moments where he seems to be 
strong in faith, and he has bad moments where he seems not to 
trust the Lord at all. 

 Finally, the Lord puts Abraham to a test of faith. Isaac, the child of 
Abraham in his old age, the child for whom Abraham waited and 
believed, the child who was the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s 
promise, is to be sacrificed.  

 That this is explicitly called ‘a test’ lets the reader know that Isaac is 
not likely to die. Abraham, however, has no knowledge that this is a 
test. The point of the test is to discover if Abraham has the faith and 
trust in the Lord to obey, no matter what the command. 

 Abraham does obey completely, and goes to the mountain with 
every intention of following through on God’s command. Isaac’s 
questions about the sacrificial animal heighten the drama of the 
story. 

 The tension builds as Abraham literally gets the knife in position to 
kill his son. Only at the last moment does the Lord send his angel to 
stop him. The Lord provides a ram for the offering in Isaac’s place. 

 Abraham passes the test of faith. As a result of Abraham’s 
obedience, the Lord unconditionally promises to bless Abraham and 
his family.  

 Ultimately, this story foreshadows the actual sacrifice of the true 
seed of Abraham, Jesus Christ. He is in fact put forth by his Father as 
a sacrifice in place of humanity. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: Being a part of God’s kingdom, and 
experiencing his blessing requires radical faith and obedience. 
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 For Us Today: Through Christ’s radical obedience, we can become a 
part of God’s kingdom by faith, and experience his blessing as the 
Holy Spirit generates in us the same kind of radical faith and 
obedience. 

The Story and Us 

 Like Isaac, we were under a sentence of death from the Lord. Our 
sin had separated us from the Lord, and we were destined for 
eternal death in hell. However, at the right time, Jesus Christ was 
given in our place, like the ram for Isaac, so that we could have 
eternal life. Those who have not accepted Christ still live under ‘the 
knife’ of God’s wrath for sin, and are destined for eternal death. We 
are called to carry the good news of Jesus Christ to all who are still 
living under God’s wrath. 

 Just like Abraham was called to trust God and offer him the most 
precious and valuable thing he had, we too are called to make 
ourselves living sacrifices to the Lord (Romans 12.1–2). He calls us to 
give up what is most precious and valuable, even our very lives, in 
order to receive from him the full blessing of life in his kingdom. 

 Conversely, we can miss the full blessing of God in our lives when 
we hold onto things for ourselves. When we love something more 
than we love God it becomes an idol, or something that we are 
worshipping instead of God. Almost anything can become an idol; 
family, money, security, possessions, friends, habits, etc. God calls 
us to sacrifice these things and receive what he wants to give. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Genesis 22.17–18 
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Joseph – Victory through Suffering: Genesis 37.2–36, 
45.1–8 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 The covenant that God made with Abraham passes to his son Isaac, 
then to Isaac’s son Jacob. Jacob has 12 sons by 4 different women. 
Joseph is the second youngest, but is clearly Jacob’s favorite. 
Because of their father’s favoritism, Joseph’s brothers hate him 
deeply. 

 The coat that Jacob gives Joseph clearly marks him out as Jacob’s 
favorite. For the brothers, the coat is a symbol of their hatred of 
Joseph. 

 Joseph’s dreams picture his exaltation over his brothers. They will 
indeed be fulfilled later in Joseph’s life. However, at the moment, 
they give rise to a murderous hatred from his brothers. 

 Because of their deep hatred, the brothers plot to get rid of Joseph. 
They choose to use the symbol of their hatred, the coat, to deceive 
Jacob into thinking Joseph is dead. 

 Joseph is taken to Egypt. In Genesis 39–49, he goes through some 
very difficult things. Eventually, he lands in prison for a crime he did 
not commit. But the Lord is with Joseph at every step of his journey, 
and exalts Joseph to the right hand of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. 

 Because of a famine, his brothers end up coming before him, and in 
fulfillment of Joseph’s dreams, bowing down to him. They do not 
recognize him. He has to choose whether he will take revenge or 
not. He chooses to test them to see if anything is different about 
them. His brothers pass the test. 

 Genesis 45.1–8 is the moment when Joseph reveals his identity to 
his brothers. He also interprets the events of his story. He had 
suffered a great deal because of the wrong his brothers did him, 
however, he chose to see it as part of God’s plan. He forgives his 
brothers and even promises to take care of them. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: God’s presence with his people gives 
meaning and significance to even the most difficult of 
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circumstances, and allows God’s people be gracious even when 
wronged. 

 For Us Today: Through Christ, God’s grace has come to us, and it 
allows us both to persevere through the adversity of this world and 
to offer to others the forgiveness and grace that we have received 
in Jesus. 

The Story and Us 

 Jesus Christ is the chosen son, rejected by the children of Jacob, sold 
for pieces of silver, wrongly accused, who suffered the humiliation 
of the cross in total innocence and faithfulness. He is the exalted 
one seated at the right hand of the Father, before whom all of us 
must come in repentance. The tendency in a story like this can be to 
identify with the hero, but in fact we have much more in common 
with Joseph’s sinful brothers than we do with Joseph! This story is a 
tremendous picture of the grace we have received through Jesus. 

 The seemingly unfair events of Joseph’s life only made sense in light 
of the bigger story that God was crafting. Likewise, the most difficult 
things in our lives will only makes sense when we view them in light 
of the bigger story that we are a part of; the story of the victory of 
God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ. Only when we see ourselves in 
light of this bigger story can we make sense of the seemingly 
random events our lives and of our world. 

 God’s grace to us calls us to be gracious to others. Joseph had every 
reason to take revenge on his brothers, but he chose forgiveness. 
Likewise, we may have good reason to hate someone, but if we 
have been forgiven by God, we must forgive even those we have 
the right to hate. 

 Through Christ, we now have the Holy Spirit, the very presence of 
God, living in us. He will never leave us, nor fail to help us. His 
constant presence means that we can persevere through even the 
most difficult or unfair of circumstances with godliness. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Genesis 50.20 
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The Ten Plagues and Exodus – The Lord is a Warrior: 
Exodus 3.1–12, 15.1–18 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 In the days of Joseph, the children of Israel relocated to Egypt. Over 
300 years pass between the end of Genesis and the beginning of 
Exodus. During that time, things have turned sour between the 
Egyptians and the Israelites. The Egyptians decide to enslave and 
oppress God’s people. 

 In response, the Lord raises up a man who will lead Israel out of 
Egypt and into the land that God promised to Abraham. This man, 
Moses, grows up in Egypt. However, he is forced to flee when, in 
the process of defending a fellow Israelite, he kills an Egyptian man. 
He flees to a land called Midian. The story picks up in Midian as the 
Lord calls Moses back to Egypt. 

 The Angel (or messenger) of the Lord appears to Moses in a 
miraculous and shocking way. The bush is somehow on fire, but not 
consumed by the flames. Moses’ response of fear and awe at the 
presence of the Lord is normal. 

 The Lord tells Moses that he sees what is happening to his people in 
Egypt and that he is ready to act. He says now is the time when he 
will keep the promises he made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to 
bring them into the land of Canaan. 

 He appoints Moses as his representative to bring Israel out of Egypt. 
Moses is reluctant, but the Lord promises that his very presence will 
be with Moses to accomplish this. 

 In chapters 4–14, Moses does indeed go to Pharaoh, the king of 
Egypt, and ask that the people of Israel be allowed to journey into 
the desert to worship the Lord. Pharaoh refuses to let the people 
go. The Lord uses 10 great plagues to convince Egypt that he is truly 
God and that Israel, his people, must be freed.  

 The Lord leads the people out, and even divides the Red Sea in half 
so that the people can walk across on dry land. Pharaoh changes his 
mind and pursues the Israelites. He tries to go across the sea as 
well, but the Lord causes the water to crash back in on the 
Egyptians. 
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 In Exodus 15, after Israel sees the Lord destroy the Egyptians, they 
sing a song to celebrate the victory of God. This song recounts God’s 
mighty acts as a warrior (v.3) against Egypt. They proclaim the he is 
the only true God, and that his kingdom reign will last forever. 

 This event, the Exodus (or going out), is the key event in the history 
of Israel. It is for the Old Testament Israelite what the cross of Christ 
is for the New Testament Christian. It means freedom and salvation 
for them. For the rest of their history, they look back to this event as 
the formative and foundational piece of their identity. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: The victory of the Lord as a warrior for 
his kingdom means salvation and freedom for his people. 

 For Us Today: The ultimate victory of God’s kingdom through Jesus 
Christ means salvation and freedom for all who will believe in him. 

The Story and Us 

 At the Exodus, we see the Lord bring about great salvation for his 
people by saving them from the darkness of slavery and oppression 
in Egypt. Salvation is the victory of God over the kingdom of 
darkness. It is his work. Through Christ, this victory has been won 
for any who will believe. Anyone can experience this victory and 
freedom by faith in Jesus Christ. Our job is to proclaim the story of 
his victory, and to invite people into the freedom and wholeness of 
God’s kingdom. 

 Being a part of God’s kingdom means being a part of a war. The 
people of Israel were not warriors, but they were caught up in a 
war. The Lord prevailed on their behalf and saved them from 
defeat. Likewise, we are caught up in a spiritual war (Ephesians 
6.12). We must look to the Lord and trust him for our victory, even 
in the face of clear and present danger. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Exodus 15.2–3 
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The Giving of the Law at Sinai – Identity of the 

Covenant Nation: Exodus 19.1–6, 20.1–17 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 After the Lord brings Israel out of Egypt, he meets with them at Mt. 
Sinai. His intent is to solidify their identity as his people, and to give 
them clear commands about how they must live as his people. 

 Moses goes up the mountain to meet with the Lord. The Lord gives 
his people a three-fold identity (vv.5–6). 

 My Treasured Possession – This speaks of God choosing Israel for 
himself. Later he will say that he chose the children of Israel 
because of his love, not because they were especially qualified 
(Deuteronomy 7.7–9). His desire from the very beginning was that 
through his own people, he would draw all nations to himself 
(Genesis 12.3). This part of their identity defines their relationship 
with the Lord. 

 A Kingdom of Priests – This speaks of God’s purpose in choosing 
Israel. He meant for them to be a nation that mediated between 
God and the other nations. Priests serve in the Lord’s house. They 
are meant to be the mediators, or go-betweens, for the holy, 
perfect God and the sinful, imperfect people. They make it possible 
for God and his people to have a relationship. Likewise, Israel as a 
nation was meant to make it possible for all nations to come and 
have a relationship with the Lord. This part of their identity defines 
their relationship with others. 

 A Holy Nation – This speaks of the kind of people Israel had to be as 
God’s treasured possession and kingdom of priests. They had to be 
a holy nation. They could not act like other nations. The Lord is 
going to give his people a set of commands that define for them 
what it means to be a holy nation. He intends for Israel to live in 
obedience to his commands so that his presence can continue to be 
with them, and he can bless them. Later, the Lord will explain that 
Israel’s holiness is an imitation of his own holiness (Leviticus 11.44). 
This part of their identity defines how they must live as God’s 
people, and his representative to the nations. 
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 The Apostle Peter picks up on this in 1 Peter 2.9 and says that the 
church of Jesus Christ has this very same identity. He also gives the 
Lord’s own holiness as the reason for our holiness (1 Peter 1.16). 

 Exodus 20.1–17 outlines the basic set of commands that the Lord 
gives his people so that they can truly live out their identity. These 
ten commandments are general in nature so that they can be 
applied to many situations. The first four commands deal mainly 
with the people’s relationship with God. The last six deal mainly 
with human relationships.  

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience – Israel, as the Lord’s people, are defined 
by their relationship to him (His chosen treasured possession), their 
relationship to the world (kingdom of priests to represent him), and 
their own way of life (holy nation to imitate him). 

 For Us Today – As the church of Jesus Christ, our identity is defined 
by our relationship to the Lord (chosen through Jesus), our 
relationship to the world (called to go and make disciples), and our 
own way of life (being conformed to the image of Jesus). 

The Story and Us 

 As God’s treasured possession, we exist for his pleasure and his 
glory. He called us into being, and formed a people out of those 
who were not his people (1 Peter 2.10). Everything we do must be 
done in accordance with his will, and for his glory. The church may 
never act on her own interests or priorities. 

 As God’s kingdom of priests, we exist to represent him to all people. 
Our job is to go, and make disciples of all nations of the earth, 
baptizing them, and teaching them to do all that Christ has 
commanded (Matthew 28.18–20).  

 As God’s holy ‘nation,’ we must be completely obedient to the Lord. 
Fundamental to everything else we do is our own walk with God. He 
has given us his Holy Spirit who changes us to be more like Christ, 
but we also must do our part to partner with the Spirit in change. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Exodus 19.5–6 
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Refusal to Take the Promised Land – Walking by Sight 

and Not by Faith: Numbers 13.1–3, 13.17–14.35 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 After Israel left Sinai, the Lord led his people all the way to the 
border of the land that he was going to give them. They came to an 
area on the south end of Canaan called Kadesh-Barnea (kay-desh 
barn-ee-u). 

 The Lord commands Moses to send a team of spies to see how good 
the land is, and what sort of people live in it. The report on the 
quality of the land is very positive. The produce they bring back to 
the camp is amazing. 

 However, the report about the people who live in the land is very 
discouraging. The spies see numerous large and strong people. They 
fear that Israel will not be able to defeat them in battle.  

 Two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, try to persuade the people not 
to judge by what they see. Instead, they urge people to walk by 
faith in the Lord, trusting that no matter how great the enemy the 
Lord is greater. 

 Unfortunately, the nation is more inclined to follow the fearful spies 
than Caleb and Joshua. They refuse to enter the land and take it. 
They are so scared in fact, that they threaten to fire Moses as their 
leader, choose a new leader, and return to Egypt! 

 The Lord initially says that he is going to destroy the entire nation 
except for Moses, Joshua, Caleb, and Aaron (Moses’ brother). 
Moses prays for the Lord to forgive the people. So instead of killing 
them all, the Lord decides that the people will be condemned to 
wander in the desert for 40 years until every adult who refused to 
enter the land dies off. He will allow the next generation to try 
again. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience – For God’s people, failure to live by faith 
leads only to defeat. Living based on human strength, and human 
wisdom yields only human results. 
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 For Us Today – We cannot save ourselves by our own effort, nor can 
we advance God’s kingdom by our own strength. Only through the 
empowering presence of the Holy Spirit in us can we accomplish the 
works of God. 

The Story and Us 

 As God’s spiritual army, we are in a spiritual battle against a foe that 
is bigger and stronger than we are on our own. We battle against 
the spiritual forces of darkness (Ephesians 6.12). Only because of 
the victory that Christ has won over Satan and his forces can we 
engage this battle with confidence. The very presence of God lives 
with us always, and so we can always be confident even in the face 
of seemingly impossible foes. We should never turn away from 
advancing God’s kingdom because of fear! 

 As soldiers in the Lord’s army, we battle not against people, but 
against the spiritual forces of darkness. People are never the 
enemy! It is always Satan and his kingdom that we fight. As such, 
the weapons of our warfare are not directed against people. They 
are spiritual weapons for a spiritual enemy. We fight the enemy by 
trusting in the Lord, living righteous and holy lives, knowing the 
truth of Scripture, sharing the gospel, and praying at all times 
(Ephesians 6.13–18).  

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Numbers 14.11 
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Conquest of the Promised Land – The Armies of the 

Living God: Joshua 5.13–6.27 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 After the nation’s refusal to enter the land at Kadesh-barnea, Israel 
wanders the desert for 40 years. A new generation of Israelites, now 
led by Joshua, does enter the land of Canaan. 

 In order to enter the land they must cross the river Jordan. The Lord 
divides the river, just as he divided the Red Sea when Israel left 
Egypt. The first city they encounter in the land is Jericho. Our story 
begins right before Israel goes into battle against Jericho. 

 The commander of the Lord’s army meets with Joshua to reassure 
him that God is indeed with his people. He will give them success as 
they begin to take the land of Canaan. The story is meant to remind 
us of Moses’ burning bush (“Take off your sandals...” see Exodus 
3.5). Just as God was with Moses, he is with Joshua. 

 Ancient cities, like Jericho, would have been protected by stone 
walls that were high and thick. It would be very difficult for an 
invading army to take such a city. 

 The Lord, however, gives Israel a plan that will bring down the walls. 
There is nothing about the plan that, by any physical means, should 
bring down the walls of Jericho. However, the plan is given for two 
reasons; 1) to test the Israelites obedience, 2) to make clear that the 
victory belonged to the Lord, not to the people. 

 Israel obeys the plan laid out by the Lord and the great walls of 
Jericho come crashing down. The Lord gave his people victory by his 
own hand instead of through their military might. 

 The Lord also commands that Rahab the prostitute be spared from 
the destruction of the city. Earlier in Joshua (chapter 2), the 
Israelites had sent spies into Jericho to scout out the city. Rahab, a 
citizen of Jericho, hid the spies from the people of the city, and gave 
them safe passage back to the Israelite camp. This was an 
expression of her faith in the Lord (Hebrews 11.31). 
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Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience – The victory of the kingdom of God is 
always brought about by God’s own hand working with human 
faith, not by human strength. 

 For Us Today – Through Christ, God’s kingdom has won the victory, 
and now his kingdom advances because those who have faith in 
Christ are empowered and gifted by his Holy Spirit; it never a result 
of human effort or strength. 

The Story and Us 

 God’s means of destroying Jericho may have seemed strange and 
pointless. However, it was his ordained path to victory. Likewise, 
some of the church’s methods today may seem strange. However, 
baptism, communion, prayer, the Word, evangelism, discipleship, 
along with other Christian practices are his path to victory. Only 
when we walk his paths trusting completely in him will we see him 
bring about his results! 

 Rahab did not know much about God or his law. She was a pagan 
prostitute after all. However, God saved her because she acted by 
faith in what little she did know. We do not have to know 
everything there is to know about God or the Bible. God is more 
concerned that we obey and live out what we do know than he is 
about what we don’t know! This is not an excuse to be lazy about 
knowing God or his word. Rather it is an encouragement for all of us 
to put what we do know into action. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Joshua 1.8–9 
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David, the Covenant King – The Shepherd of God’s 

People: 2 Samuel 7 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 After Israel settled in the land, they asked God to give them a king 
to rule over them and lead them. The Lord gave them Saul as their 
king. He was not godly, and did not obey God.  

 After Saul, the Lord anointed David king. David was young, and a 
very unlikely choice for king, but the Lord saw David’s heart (see 1 
Samuel 16 for this story). Eventually, David sees great success as 
king. He is obedient to the Lord and lives by faith.  

 Our story begins as David enters a period of rest, or peace. The Lord 
has given him great success and a beautiful palace. David realizes 
that while he dwells in a mighty palace, the Lord Almighty is 
dwelling in a tent. 

 The tabernacle, or tent, that the Lord commanded Moses to build 
for him was made for a nation on the move. As they left Egypt, 
walked through the desert, entered the land, and settled in their 
cities, the tabernacle had to be mobile. Under David’s reign, the 
nation became secure and settled. David seeks to build a more 
permanent and elaborate dwelling for the Lord. 

 The Lord is honored by David’s request to build him a house. In 
response, the Lord promises to bless David’s house with a line of 
sons who will reign over Israel after him. His first son, the Lord says, 
will be the one to build the house for the Lord. 

 The Lord promises that David’s kingship over God’s people would be 
established forever. David is so overwhelmed by the grace of God 
that he thanks God in prayer. His prayer expresses great gratitude 
and humility. 

 David’s son Solomon does indeed reign in Israel after David and he 
builds the great temple of the Lord. The Lord fills the temple with 
his presence, and lives among his people. 
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 This covenant promise that God makes to David is eventually 
fulfilled in Christ. Christ is born from the line of David as God’s 
anointed king to reign over his people forever (Luke 1.32‒33). He is 
one whom God truly calls Son, who was truly disciplined for the sins 
of humanity, and whose kingdom will never end (2 Samuel 7.14–
16).  

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience – God graciously establishes his covenant 
king to reign over his people and lead them in obedience to the 
Lord. 

 For Us Today – God has established Jesus Christ as the king who 
reigns over his people and leads them in obedience to the Lord 
through the Holy Spirit in us. 

The Story and Us 

 David was the most unlikely choice for kingship (1 Samuel 16.1–13), 
yet because David had a heart to obey the Lord, his kingship is 
established forever, and he becomes the forerunner of Jesus Christ 
our king. The Lord does not need the tallest, the strongest, the best 
looking, the richest, the most qualified, or the most gifted. He just 
needs people who will trust him completely, and obey him with 
their whole heart. 

 In God’s kingdom, God’s people follow God’s king. Christ is our king, 
established to lead us. We must follow after him. Christ tells us that 
this means we must deny ourselves, take up our cross (or give up 
our own lives and interests) and live only for him (Mark 8.34–38). 
Our king walked the path of humility, suffering, and death for the 
sake of God’s purposes. We must be willing to do the same. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – 2 Samuel 7.14–16 
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Elijah on Mount Carmel – Idolatry and the Kingdom 

Remnant: 1 Kings 18.1–40 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 The kings after David and Solomon rip the kingdom into two parts, a 
Northern Kingdom called ‘Israel’ and a Southern Kingdom called 
‘Judah.’ The kings and the nation continually fall into sin. Idolatry 
(the worship of gods other than the Lord) was their main issue, but 
it always led to people disobeying the moral and social laws of God. 

 Our story takes place in the Northern Kingdom, under a very wicked 
king named Ahab. He was married to Jezebel, one of the most evil 
characters in the entire Bible. She tries her best to stamp out any 
worship of the true God, and to turn the whole nation to worship 
her false gods, Baal and Asherah. 

 Elijah is a prophet who the Lord sends to call Israel to repent of their 
great sin and return to the Lord. As our story begins, the Lord is 
setting up a confrontation between Ahab and Elijah. 

 One reason Ahab hated Elijah is that Elijah had predicted that 
because of Ahab’s sin, it would not rain in Israel until Elijah asked 
the Lord to send it (1 Kings 17.1). The Lord is ready to send rain 
again, but only after the people repent of their idolatry. 

 Obadiah is a man in a tough spot. He is both faithful to the Lord, 
trying to protect his prophets from slaughter, and still serving Ahab, 
the wicked king. As he meets Elijah, we get insight into the bad 
situation under Ahab’s leadership.  As bad as it was, however, we do 
see that the Lord has preserved for himself a remnant, or a small 
group of faithful followers. 

 Elijah confronts Ahab and sets up a contest. He asks that the 
prophets of Baal and Asherah meet him on Mount Carmel. The 
contest is to see whose God will answer when called.  The point is to 
see whose God is the true and living God. 

 The prophets of Baal and Asherah call on their gods for several 
hours, but 18.29 summarizes the response they heard...nothing. 
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 Then Elijah sets up his sacrifice. He calls for several gallons of water 
to be poured over the offering so that it will be exceedingly clear 
that it is not by accident or natural means that his sacrifice is burnt.  

 The Lord answers in spectacular fashion by consuming not only the 
sacrifice, but all of the water that Elijah had poured over it as well.  

 The people respond with repentance, declaring that the Lord is the 
true God. Elijah then commands that the prophets of the false gods 
be put to death. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: The Lord is the only true and living God. 
Only he will prove worthy of our faith and worship. 

 For Us Today: The true and living God has revealed himself in his 
only Son, Jesus Christ. It is only through Jesus Christ that we can 
receive salvation, and only in him that we can trust. 

The Story and Us 

 Baal and Asherah promised success, riches, and joy in exchange for 
people worshipping them. Idolatry is ultimately about putting what 
we want for ourselves above God. Israel fell into sin when they 
decided that the Lord was not enough. They had to look elsewhere 
to get what they wanted. Likewise, we can fall into idolatry when 
we depend on other things besides the Lord. We can worship 
money, or sex, or other people, or anything as an idol. An idol is 
anything that we put where only God should be, as the one we love 
and desire most. 

 The Lord calls us to leave behind whatever idols we have had and to 
trust in him alone. Many of us live life ‘on the fence.’ Some days we 
trust God, some days we turn back and try to find what we need in 
other ways. Following Jesus means giving up whatever idols we 
have, and depending on him alone. Through his Holy Spirit, who is 
with us always, he will show up for us, just like he did for Elijah! 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – 1 Kings 18.21 
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Sin and Exile of the Nation – The Nation in Defeat:  
2 Chronicles 36.14–21, Jeremiah 29.1–14 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 The idolatry and sin that Elijah confronted unfortunately persisted 
both in Israel in the North and in Judah in the South. The Northern 
Kingdom was judged by the Lord when he allowed the Assyrian 
Empire to conquer it.  

 The Southern Kingdom was not as wicked as the North, however, 
and continued to exist for another 140 years after the judgment of 
the North. 

 However, as the 2 Chronicles passage narrates, the sin of Judah 
becomes so great that the Lord bring his wrath against them as well. 
He allows Babylon (also called the Chaldeans) to conquer them and 
take them into exile. 

 The capital city of Jerusalem and the temple are completely 
destroyed, the people are either killed in the battle or deported to 
Babylon hundreds of miles away.  

 This event is called ‘The Exile.’ In many ways, it is the end of Israel as 
a nation. They do return and rebuild after 70 years, but never again 
is Israel an independent nation with a king. For the next 600 years, 
they will be ruled by foreign powers.  

 The prophet Jeremiah is the Lord’s messenger sent during this time 
to interpret the events of the exile for the people. He tells them the 
spiritual reality of what is happening. This is not just some war, he 
says, but it is the very judgment of God. The passage is Jeremiah 29 
is a letter that he writes to the people who have been deported. 

 [Nebuchadnezzar is the king of Babylon who led the invasion of 
Judah. You can read some stories about him the book of Daniel 1–
4.] 

 In Jeremiah 28 a false prophet comes and declares that the exile will 
last less than 2 years. He says that God will very soon rescue his 
people and destroy Babylon. Jeremiah writes this letter in response 
to this false prophet. 
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 Through Jeremiah, the Lord declares that, contrary to the false 
prophet’s message, the exile will last 70 years. He tells them to 
settle in Babylon and build lives there. In essence, he tells them 
‘Don’t keep your bags packed, you’re not leaving anytime soon.’ 

 He urges them to seek the welfare of the city where they live. Even 
though they are in a foreign city that worships idols, the Lord wants 
his people to be a light, and to work for the good of that city while 
they are there. 

 He promises that he has a good plan for them, a plan to restore 
them, re-gather them, and prosper them again. However, he says 
this will only take place after 70 years of exile are completed. The 
future he has for them requires that they undergo a time of 
discipline so that they can repent and learn to seek him with a full 
heart. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: God will discipline his people in order to 
correct sin. Discipline must be accepted from him in complete faith 
and trust that he has our good in mind. 

 For Us Today: In Christ, we have been adopted as God’s children, 
and like a father, he disciplines us to correct our sin. We must listen 
to God’s discipline and through the power of the Holy Spirit in us, 
repent of our sin. 

The Story and Us 

 The Lord disciplines his children (Hebrews 12.6). He sent messenger 
after messenger to Judah, but they did not listen. The Lord also 
gives the messengers of the Scripture and of each other to call us to 
repent. We are wise to heed his voice and turn from our sin. 

 The exile seemed like the end of the world for God’s people. 
However, even in the worst circumstances, the Lord was good and 
gracious. His people still had to trust him and be obedient to his 
word. Likewise, even when we feel like God is disciplining us, we 
must still trust that he is good, and be obedient to his word. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Jeremiah 29.10–11 

  



38 

 

A Remnant Return from Exile – Reforming the Nation: 
Ezra 1.1–4, Nehemiah 2.1–8 

The Story of the Bible – God’s Plan Unfolding 

Understanding the Story 

 While God’s people are in exile, the Babylonian Empire falls, and is 
overtaken by the Mede and Persian Empire (for this story read 
Daniel 5). The new government allows the exiled Judah-ites (or Jews 
for short) to return to their homeland and rebuild. Cyrus, the king of 
Persia is especially interested in seeing the temple of the Lord 
rebuilt. 

 The people return to Jerusalem, and the book of Ezra tells the story 
of how the Lord organized historical events and leaders to help his 
people rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. The second temple was not 
as big or glorious as the first temple, but the Lord blessed it. They 
completed this temple 70 years after they had been taken away into 
exile. 

 Ezra is a priest who is sent later in the book to re-establish proper 
temple worship, and to teach people the law of the Lord. He is a 
religious leader who helps the nation recover its lost identity as 
God’s people. 

 Nehemiah returns after Ezra. The passage tells the story of how the 
Lord gives Nehemiah favor with the king of Persia so that he helps in 
rebuilding the walls of the city of Jerusalem. For an ancient city, 
walls were essential. They provided protection from attack, and 
united the city by defining its boundaries.  

 Nehemiah does return to Jerusalem, and his book tells the story of 
how the people rebuild the wall around Jerusalem.  

 Nehemiah is a governor who also helps the people recover their lost 
identity as the people of God. He helps them to follow the civil and 
social laws that God laid out for his people. 

 The nation returns from exile by rebuilding the temple and re-
establishing the city. However, they are still under the rule of Persia. 
They remain under foreign rule for hundreds of years. After Persia, 
the Jews fall under the rule of Greece, and then Rome. They are 
under Roman rule at the time Jesus is born. 
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 The Lord does not restore kingship to them because of their sin. 
Both Ezra and Nehemiah end by talking about the sin of the people.  

 The exile had solved the problem of idolatry, but the people found 
other ways to disobey God. 

Meaning of the Story 

 For the Original Audience: The Lord is faithful to fulfill his promise. 
He will organize events and people to bring about his plans. 

 For Us Today: The Lord will certainly fulfill his promise to restore all 
things in Jesus Christ. He is organizing the events and people of our 
world to bring about his own plan in history. 

The Story and Us 

 The Lord fulfilled his promise to bring the exiles back after 70 years. 
We can trust him that he will fulfill his promise to restore all things 
in Jesus Christ. He has clearly promised that Jesus will return, and 
that he will win the final victory over sin, death, and Satan (1 
Corinthians 15.22–26). We can place all of our hope in this because 
we know that he who promised is faithful and will surely do what he 
has said! (1 Thessalonians 5.23–24) 

 The events of our world can seem chaotic and scary at times. We 
can rest knowing that the Lord who created everything is organizing 
people and events for his own plan. We will not understand 
everything he does, or why he allows certain things to happen. 
However, we can always have a deep faith that he is working it all 
together for his purposes. 

 Sin is an internal problem. God took his people into exile so that 
they would turn from their sin and follow him. However, as soon as 
they returned to the land, they turned back to their sins. Human 
beings have a sin nature, and naturally want to sin. Through the 
work of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit, God has 
provided a solution to the internal problem of our sin, and is 
transforming us from the inside out. His Spirit is at work in us, not 
just to change our behaviors, but to change who we actually are in 
the deepest places of our heart. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Ezra 1.3 
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Hope for Christ – A New King, A New Covenant: Luke 
2.22–38 [Jeremiah 23.1–8, 31.31–34] 

The Story of the Bible – The Fullness of Time 

Understanding the Story 

 Beginning in Genesis 3.15, the Old Testament is filled with hope and 
promise that one day the Lord will send a Messiah to save people 
from the tyranny of sin, death, and the evil one. 

 This Messiah, we learn, will be a king from the line of David who will 
truly rule in the righteousness and justice of God’s kingdom (see 
Jeremiah 23.1–8).  

 We also learn that through this Messiah, the Lord will establish a 
new covenant with his people, one that will deal with the internal 
problem of sin (see Jeremiah 31.31–34).  

 These prophecies from Jeremiah are only two among hundreds of 
texts that created a sense of hope and anticipation for the Messiah 
(or in Greek, the Christ). 

 Luke narrates the story of two Jews, Simeon and Anna, who 
exemplify this hope. Eight days after his birth, Mary and Joseph 
bring Jesus, who is this Messiah, to the temple according to the 
requirements of Old Testament Law. While there, they encounter 
Simeon and Anna, a man and a woman, who have both been 
waiting their whole lives for this one moment. 

 Simeon (Luke 2.25–35) – Simeon responds to Jesus with praise and 
prophecy. He acknowledges Jesus as the Lord’s salvation and light, 
and praises God for allowing him to see the Messiah. He then 
speaks a prophecy to Mary. He tells her that Jesus, as Messiah, is 
destined for opposition. 

 Anna (Luke 2.36–38) – Anna responds to Jesus with thanksgiving 
and proclamation. She thanks God, we can only assume for sending 
a savior to his people. She also begins to proclaim the truth about 
Jesus to those who, like her, are waiting for Messiah to redeem 
God’s people. 

 Simeon and Anna display the hope and anticipation that the Old 
Testament is meant to give. All of God’s people should have been so 
excited and hopeful upon seeing Jesus.  
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 However, because of sin, they were not able to accept that he was 
the Lord’s Messiah. As we will see, Simeon and Anna are 
exceptional. Most Jews refuse to believe in Jesus and reject him as 
their Messiah. 

Meaning of the Story 

 Jesus, the Messiah sent from God as the new king bringing a new 
covenant, is the one in whom God’s people must place all of their 
hope.  

The Story and Us 

 Simeon and Anna teach us how to wait for the Lord. They lived their 
lives in complete holiness and devotion to God as they waited for 
his coming. Like them, we also wait for the Lord to come. As they 
had the promise of his first coming, so we have the promise of his 
second coming. During the season of Advent, before Christmas, we 
are reminded that we too must wait for him in holiness and 
complete devotion to him. 

 Simeon and Anna teach us how to respond to Jesus. They 
responded first in faith, believing that he was the Messiah sent from 
God. They responded secondly in praise. Both gave thanks to the 
Lord for sending Jesus. Finally, they responded by proclaiming the 
truth about Jesus. Both told others that this little boy, Jesus, was in 
fact the great savior of the world! Our response to Jesus should also 
begin with faith in him, turn to praise of him, and result in 
proclaiming the truth about him. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Luke 2.29–32 
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Birth of Christ – The Coming of the King: Luke 1.26–35, 
2.1–21, Philippians 2.5–7 

The Story of the Bible – The Fullness of Time 

Understanding the Story 

 All of the hope and anticipation for Messiah find fulfillment when 
the angel Gabriel visits Mary with miraculous news. Mary, a virgin, 
will conceive and bear a child so that he will be God’s own son. This 
child, the angel proclaims, will be the Messiah, king in the line of 
David, reigning over God’s people (the house of Jacob), whose 
kingdom will never end.  

 Mary is confused since she is a virgin, and cannot be pregnant by 
any natural means. The angel explains that God himself is the Father 
of this child. The baby growing in her womb is the very Son of God. 

 In chapter 2, Luke gives us some important information as he tells 
us the story of Jesus’ birth. Caesar Augustus is the Roman Emperor 
at the time. He calls for a census. We learn that this means 
everyone must return to his family’s hometown. 

 This reveals something very important about Joseph: he is from the 
line of David, from the town of Bethlehem. The prophet Micah had 
actually foretold that Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 
5.2).  While Joseph is not the biological father, Jesus does inherit the 
line of David from him as his earthly father.  

 Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem for the census, but cannot 
find suitable lodging. Instead, Mary gives birth to Jesus in an animal 
shelter, and lays him in a feed trough (or a manger). The great 
Messiah of God comes in the most humble of circumstances! 

 An angel proclaims the good news of Jesus’ birth to the shepherds 
nearby. The birth of Jesus sparks glorious praise and rejoicing for 
the angels who understand the importance of Christ’s birth. 

 When the shepherds come and find Jesus, they relay what they 
have seen. They even join the angels in rejoicing and praising God. 

 The boy is given the name Jesus, which means ‘The Lord saves.’ It is 
clear that this child, the very Son of God become human, is indeed 
the savior of the world! 
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 In Philippians 2, Paul tells this same story from God’s perspective. 
God the Son, himself equal with the Father, and existing in perfect 
glory, chose to give up his exalted position, and became human. He 
did not see his own equality with God as something to be held onto 
(or grasped), but willingly poured himself out (or emptied himself) 
for us and for our salvation. 

 He was born as a baby named Jesus, in the likeness of human 
beings. He is still fully God, but now becomes also fully human. 

Meaning of the Story 

 In the person of Jesus, God the Son has become a human being; 
while remaining fully God, he becomes fully human. In his amazing 
grace, God has personally entered human history for our salvation. 

The Story and Us 

 God the Son took on flesh (or became incarnate). Because of his 
great love for us, he came to us when we could not go to him. 
Human beings are naturally sinful and cannot, on our own, turn to 
God. It is only when he reaches out to us that we can respond. God 
has reached out to every person through Jesus Christ. The birth of 
our savior, celebrated at Christmas, reminds us again of God’s 
amazing grace and mercy for all of us, and for the whole world! 

 When the Son became incarnate, the invisible God took on human 
form. He was seen, and touched, and heard. Jesus showed us the 
character of God in his person (John 14.9). Now, Christ is present in 
the world through his body, the church. We are the ones who 
represent him to the world. The incarnation of the Lord calls us to 
incarnate his character for the world today. We are meant to be like 
him so that, through us, people can experience God and his 
kingdom today. 

 In Philippians 2, Paul reminds us that in coming to earth, and being 
born as a baby for us, the Son displayed amazing humility. He had 
glory and power beyond measure, but chose to make himself 
nothing for us. We are called to imitate this humility, and give 
ourselves for the sake of others. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Philippians 2.5–7
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Words and Works of Christ – The King Invading: Luke 
11.14–23, 1 John 3.8 

The Story of the Bible – The Fullness of Time 

Understanding the Story 

 After Jesus’ birth, little is known about his life until adulthood. 
Around the age of 30‒35, he begins his ministry. He proclaims that 
the kingdom of God has come, and calls people to repentance and 
faith (see Mark 1.14‒15).  

 He proves the presence of God’s kingdom through many miracles, 
including healing people, feeding thousands with only a small 
amount of food, calming storms, raising the dead, and casting 
demons out of people. Sickness, poverty, hunger, death, natural 
disaster, and demonic oppression are all indicators that the world is 
Satan’s realm. By reversing these things, Jesus is proving that God’s 
kingdom is invading, and gaining the victory over the kingdom of 
Satan. 

 The story in Luke is one instance of casting out a demon. 
Apparently, this demon prevented the person from speaking.  

 After the miracle, the reaction is mixed. Some people are amazed at 
Jesus’ authority and believe. Others want to discredit Jesus. They 
suggest that he is not representing God’s kingdom, but is in fact an 
agent of the devil (Beelzebul, the prince of demons) sent to deceive 
the people. 

 Jesus responds to this first by saying that if he is an agent of Satan’s 
kingdom, he is defeating his own purpose. He should be spreading 
demonic oppression, not overcoming it. Instead, he tells them, it is 
God who is at work in him, and the kingdom of God is coming 
through him. 

 He goes on to paint a picture of God’s kingdom invading. The strong 
man guarding his house is Satan guarding his kingdom. Jesus is the 
stronger man who comes into the realm of Satan, attacks him, and 
overcomes him. After Jesus wins the victory, he will plunder Satan’s 
kingdom by calling people out of darkness and into his light.  

 John makes this plain when he explains the reason why Jesus came. 
He says Jesus’ purpose was to destroy the works of the devil. In 
Jesus’ miracles and teachings, we see him attacking the devil in his 
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own realm and destroying his works. In their place, he brings the 
healing, wholeness, peace, and justice of God’s kingdom.  

Meaning of the Story 

 Jesus re-establishes God’s kingdom on earth, and frees people from 
the oppression of Satan’s rule. In him, we see the evil one attacked 
and defeated, and the effects of Satan’s kingdom reversed. 

The Story and Us 

 Human beings are born into Satan’s kingdom. Because of sin, we are 
all under his rule. His effects in our lives and world are disastrous; 
perversion, abuse, addiction, hatred, greed, pride, violence, and 
every other form of evil. Only through Jesus Christ, victor over sin, 
death, and Satan, can we experience the freedom and wholeness of 
God’s kingdom.  

 Jesus’ mission during his life was to destroy the works of the devil 
and usher in God’s kingdom reign. The season of Epiphany 
remembers Jesus as the light of the world, and reminds us that, as 
his church, our mission is the same as his. Satan still rules the lives 
of people in our world. Our job as the church is to proclaim the 
victory of God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ, and tell everyone 
that they can experience God’s kingdom in their own lives and 
families. 

  Jesus mission to attack the kingdom of Satan is offensive warfare. 
He invaded Satan’s realm, and encountered the enemy on his own 
territory. This is a model for the church as well. We must not sit in 
our churches, and wait for lost broken people to come find us. We 
must advance God’s kingdom by encountering the enemy on his 
own territory. We need to be on the offensive, proclaiming the 
victory of God’s kingdom in the darkest and most broken places of 
our world! 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Luke 11.20 
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Suffering, Death, and Burial of Christ – The Climactic 

Battle: Luke 23, Philippians 2.8 

The Story of the Bible – The Fullness of Time 

Understanding the Story 

 Jesus’ kingdom mission was strongly opposed by the Jewish leaders. 
They were so angry and jealous that they decided to have him 
killed. One of Jesus’ own disciples, Judas, betrayed Jesus and turned 
him over to those who wanted him dead.  

 As our story begins, Jesus is in custody and is being brought before 
Pilate, the Roman governor of the region. 

 It is striking that, as Jesus is tried by Roman authorities, they did not 
find Jesus guilty of any charges and intended to release him 
(23.14‒16, 20‒22). The Jewish leaders, however, are so intent on 
killing Jesus that they persuade Pilate to have him crucified. 

 Crucifixion was an extremely painful and torturous form of 
execution where the criminal was nailed to a wooden cross. They 
hung on the cross until they died, sometime 3‒4 days later. The 
intent was both to inflict terrible pain and to publicly shame the 
criminal. Crosses were usually stationed strategically so that the 
condemned were seen by the maximum number of people. 

 In the few hours that Jesus is on the cross he is mocked by nearly 
everyone in sight. The soldiers mock him and gamble for his clothes. 
The crowds taunt him by asking for him to perform a miracle and 
save himself. Even one of the other criminals taunts him.  

 The second criminal, however, expresses faith in Jesus and rebukes 
the taunt. The faith of this man brings about salvation for him so 
that he will be in ‘paradise’ with Jesus. 

 As Jesus dies something amazing happens. The veil of the temple is 
torn. The veil spoken of here is the thick curtain that limited direct 
access to God’s presence. Only the high priest could enter behind 
this veil, and he only once each year.  

 This veil is torn showing that, now through Jesus’ death, access to 
God is open to all who will come by faith in Jesus (like the second 
criminal). 
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 Jesus is wrapped in cloths and buried in a new tomb. His tomb 
would have been like a small cave dug into the side of a rocky hill. A 
large stone would be rolled over the opening of the tomb to 
prevent smells from escaping and to prevent animals from entering.  

 Luke makes sure we know when the death of Jesus took place (see. 
23.54). This refers to the time of the Jewish Passover festival. This 
celebration remembers how God saved Israel out of Egypt at the 
Exodus by putting the firstborn sons of Egypt to death, but passing 
over the sons of Israel. The celebration including sacrifice of a 
spotless lamb.  

 As Paul so clearly points out later, “Christ, our Passover Lamb, has 
been sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5.7) “becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2.8). 

Meaning of the Story 

 In his sacrificial death, Jesus takes on himself the sin that separates 
human beings from God, and makes payment for it. Now, through 
Jesus, we can receive forgiveness of sin, and come to God. 

The Story and Us 

 “Everyone has sinned” (Rom. 3.23) and “the wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6.23). Because of our sin, all of us deserve not only to die, but 
to be separated from God forever in hell. We cannot save ourselves 
from sin. Only through Jesus can we be forgiven and freed. Jesus 
died in our place, taking our sin and guilt on himself so that we 
could enter into God’s kingdom and find true life, eternal life.  

 Jesus’ suffering and death looked like a defeat. However, in dying, 
he was winning the victory over sin, death, and Satan. The one 
criminal who taunted Jesus saw only his defeat. The other criminal 
saw deeper. By faith, he saw the victory of God’s kingdom. Like him, 
we must look with the eyes of faith in order to see what God is 
doing. Difficulty, suffering, and sacrifice are often God’s ways of 
expanding his kingdom. The seasons of Lent and Holy Week call us 
as the church to die to ourselves and follow in the humble footsteps 
of our Lord. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Philippians 2.8  
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Resurrection and Ascension of Christ – The Decisive 

Victory: Luke 24, Philippians 2.9–11 

The Story of the Bible – The Fullness of Time 

Understanding the Story 

 A few women who had seen where Jesus was buried (see Luke 
23.55) came to honor Jesus’ dead body in the customary way. They 
brought spices and oils to rub on his corpse so that it would not 
stink as he decayed. 

 Much to their shock and amazement, however, they find not a 
body, but an open and empty tomb. An angel is sent to meet them 
and announce the good news, “He is not here, but has risen!” 

 Women were not regarded as reliable witnesses in this time. So 
when they reported the events to Jesus’ disciples, they were 
hesitant to believe. When they inspected the tomb for themselves, 
however, they believed. 

 After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples several times 
proving that he was indeed alive, and not simply a ghost. He ate and 
drank as a normal person would.  

 Luke records two such appearances: one to a couple of disciples on 
a road to Emmaus, and one to a gathering of many disciples. 

 In both stories, Jesus encounters disciples who are hesitant to 
believe that he has truly risen from the grave. He proves himself to 
be alive by walking, talking, eating, and even allowing them to touch 
his wounds. He convinces his disciples that he is in fact Jesus of 
Nazareth, risen from dead. 

 In both stories, he also explains the Scripture to the disciples. He 
helps them see how the Old Testament spoke of not only his victory 
and reign, but also of his suffering, death, and resurrection. He 
opens their minds to understand how he is the center and message 
of the Scriptures (see 24.44 where “The Law of Moses, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms reflects the three parts of the Jewish 
Bible. Jesus explains that the entire Old Testament pointed to him.) 

 He promises the disciples that the Lord will send the Holy Spirit 
upon them. Then he ascends into heaven where he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. 
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 Paul interprets these events for us in Philippians 2.9‒11. He tells us 
that in his resurrection, ascension, and seating at the right hand of 
the Father, Jesus has been exalted above all things so that now 
everything and everyone everywhere owe Christ worship and 
obedience. 

 The death and resurrection of Jesus are the decisive victory of God’s 
kingdom. The Evil One reigns on the earth through death as the 
wages of sin (see 1 John 5.19, Hebrews 2.14‒15).  Jesus, God the 
Son, took human sin on himself, and died in our place. He defeated 
death by rising from the dead, and broke the power of Satan over 
humanity. 

Meaning of the Story 

 Jesus’ victorious resurrection from the dead means that death and 
Satan are conquered, and that in Christ, human beings can now 
enter the eternal kingdom of God. 

The Story and Us 

 When we come to Christ, we are united with him in death, burial, 
resurrection, and new life (Romans 6.3‒6). Our old sinful selves die 
and are buried with him, and we are raised to a new life with him. 
Jesus’ resurrection begins the restoration of all things, the new 
creation of God. When we are raised to new life in him, we become 
a part of God’s eternal new creation (2 Corinthians 5.17). We are set 
free and given the power, through the life-giving Holy Spirit to live 
in God’s kingdom. As Christians, we are the very presence of God’s 
eternal kingdom in the world today. 

 The season of Easter reminds us that the powers of sin, death, and 
Satan are defeated! We are the children of the light advancing the 
kingdom of God into the darkest places in our world. Wherever the 
kingdom of darkness shows itself, our Lord calls us to bring 
restoration, hope, and freedom. The resurrection of Jesus means 
that Satan has no permanent hold on people or the world. Our 
victorious Lord offers the world salvation, freedom, and restoration. 
The church is called to show signs of God’s kingdom in the world 
today. We must be a body where darkness is overcome by light. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Philippians 2.9–11  
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Pentecost – The Kingdom Mission Given to the Church: 
Acts 1.8, 2.1–4, 2.36–47 

The Story of the Bible – The Last Days 

Understanding the Story 

 Before his ascension, Jesus promised his disciples that the Father 
would send the Holy Spirit who would empower them to be his 
witnesses in the world. Just as the Holy Spirit had descended on 
Jesus at the outset of his ministry, so the Spirit would descend on 
the Apostles at the beginning of their ministry (see Matthew 3.16). 

 The descent of the Holy Spirit happened at the Jewish festival of 
Pentecost (in the OT, the Feast of Weeks or Firstfruits; see Leviticus 
23.15‒22 for details). Pentecost celebrated the firstfruits of the 
wheat harvest. The Holy Spirit comes and gathers the firstfruits of 
the great spiritual harvest. 

 The Spirit descends in the form of “divided tongues as of fire” that 
enable to Apostles to proclaim the gospel in several foreign 
languages. Pentecost was one of the three annual festivals that 
required every Jewish male to appear in Jerusalem. People had 
come from all over the world for the festival. Each of them heard 
the gospel in their own language. 

 Peter, the leader of the Apostles, stood up in the crowd and 
declared boldly that the arrival of the Holy Spirit marks that dawn of 
“the last days.”  

 God’s great kingdom plan entered a new era on this day, the era of 
the church.  In this new era, Peter proclaims, “everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (2.21). 

 According to Peter, the arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is the 
sign that “God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you crucified” (2.36). After he preaches, the listeners are convicted 
to repent and receive baptism as a sign of their faith in Jesus as the 
Christ, sent from God. 

 The church is born as the Holy Spirit builds a new community of 
believers in Jesus. This new community believes the apostolic 
testimony about Jesus, worships the risen Lord, follows in the 
footsteps of Jesus Christ, and displays radical generosity and 
hospitality. 
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 As the story in Acts continues, the young church expands rapidly in 
the face of terrible opposition. The presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
church meant that every attempt to oppose the church was 
doomed to fail. God’s kingdom reign is expanding in the world 
through the church, and nothing can stop it!  

Meaning of the Story 

 Through the indwelling Holy Spirit, the church is now the very 
presence of Christ in the world commissioned to expand God’s 
kingdom reign until his glorious return. 

The Story and Us 

 Almighty God has taken up residence in us! The Spirit of God that 
enabled the ministry of Jesus Christ was given to us when we 
became a part of his body. We are Christ’s very presence in the 
world today, called to carry on the mission that he began. The task 
of advancing God’s kingdom is only possible when we rely on the 
Holy Spirit’s presence in us and power through us.  

 The Holy Spirit gives us new life, transforms us in the image of 
Christ, gifts us for service, and empowers us for mission.  

 When we come to Christ the Holy Spirit is immediately 
given to us. We have a new eternal life in Christ Jesus (Titus 
3.5‒7).  

 The Holy Spirit works in us to rid us of sin and transform us 
so that we become more like Jesus (Romans 8.13,29).  

 Each believer has spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit gives for 
the sake of the church (1 Corinthians 12.4‒7). As each of 
use our gifts by the power of the Spirit, the church will be 
built up and grow.  

 The Spirit also empowers us to be witnesses (Acts 1.8). We 
bear witness to victory of the kingdom of God in Jesus 
Christ. The Holy Spirit works through us to bring people into 
the kingdom and to transform lives, families, communities, 
and the world. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Acts 1.8 
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Conversion of Saul – Changing Allegiances: Acts 8.1–3, 
9.1–31 

The Story of the Bible – The Last Days 

Understanding the Story 

 The astronomical growth of the church quickly drew the attention 
of the Jewish leaders. The claim of Jesus’ Apostles to be witnesses 
to the resurrected Christ threatened and angered them. 

 They opposed the church through imprisoning its leaders, flogging 
them, and warning them to stop preaching the resurrection of 
Jesus. Their opposition turned murderous when Stephen, an early 
church leader, was put to death for his faith in Jesus (see Acts 
6.8‒7.60). After the martyrdom of Steven, a young Jew named Saul 
led a violent persecution of the church.  

 Saul (who is also called Paul, see Acts 13.9) was intent on destroying 
the church. He was on his way the city of Damascus to persecute 
the church there when the Lord himself intervened. 

 Saul sees a great light, and hears a voice speaking to him from 
heaven. The Lord Jesus, seated at the right hand of the Father in 
heaven, confronted Saul about his persecution of the church. 

 After this radical experience, Saul is blinded for three days, and he 
neither eats nor drinks. The once violent and powerful persecutor is 
left broken, helpless, and weak. In this state, the Lord tells Saul “you 
will be told what you are to do.”  

 Meanwhile, the Lord prepares a disciple named Ananias for the 
arrival of Saul. Ananias is understandably hesitant to receive the 
man who has been so murderously opposing the church.  

 After three days, Saul receives the Holy Spirit, is baptized, and 
regains his sight. He eats and drinks to regain his strength. He is 
reinvigorated with new life. 

 Immediately, he begins proclaiming Jesus as the Christ, the Son of 
God. As a result, the one who sought the kill Christians was himself 
the subject of a murderous plot. 

 When Saul flees the murderous plot, he finds that many Christians 
are hesitant to welcome him. Naturally, it was difficult to believe 
that such a strong force for the opposition would change allegiances 
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so quickly. However, in the case of Saul, the intervention of Jesus in 
his life had changed everything. 

 Saul continues in Christ, and grows to become the greatest 
missionary and theologian the church has ever known.  

Meaning of the Story 

 Jesus calls even the worst sinners, even his strongest opponents to 
change allegiance by entering into his kingdom through faith in 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

The Story and Us 

 The Lord calls us to forsake former allegiances for his kingdom. Saul 
was like a soldier for the opposition against the church. After he 
encountered Jesus, however, the people he used to represent 
wanted him dead. We all have allegiances, things to which we are 
loyal, whether it is people (friends, family), values (political, social, 
personal), culture (race, religion, norms) or something else. When 
we come to Christ, our first allegiance must be to him and his 
kingdom. If our former friends think we are crazy or hate us, it 
cannot alter our allegiance to Jesus Christ or our commitment to his 
church. The Lord does not require that we lose all of our former 
identity; he does, however, require that we shift our primary sense 
of ourselves and our identity to his kingdom. 

 Our past does not bother the Lord. Saul violently opposed Christ 
and the church. Yet, the Lord redeemed Saul’s life so that he 
became the greatest missionary and teacher in the history of the 
church. Don’t let your past hinder your future in the Lord! 

 The power of the Lord to change someone’s heart and life is greater 
than most of us expect. The Christians that first encountered Saul 
after his conversion were skeptical about trusting him. The Lord had 
done an amazing work in converting Saul. We should expect the 
power of the Lord to change people. This does not mean that 
caution and wisdom have no place in the church. It does mean, 
however, that we ought to trust in the power of God to change 
people. The Lord often does what we could never dream possible.  

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Acts 9.20–22 
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The Church Expands – Calling All People Out of the 

Kingdom of Darkness: Acts 16.16–34, Romans 15.18–21 

The Story of the Bible – The Last Days 

Understanding the Story 

 The Lord called Paul (Saul) and designated him as an Apostle (see 1 
Timothy 2.7 for instance). He went on three missionary journeys 
where he visited dozens of cities, preaching the good news of Jesus 
Christ, and planting churches. 

 This story takes place in a city called Phillipi. As the story opens, Paul 
is tormented by a demon possessed girl. It is interesting to note that 
the demonic spirits recognize Paul and Silas as “servants of the Most 
High God.” The demons were mocking them, but they spoke the 
truth. 

 Paul’s patience with the demon runs thin, and he casts it out of the 
girl. The girl’s owners see their lucrative business destroyed, and 
have Paul flogged and thrown in prison. 

 Even beatings and imprisonment, however, did not stop Paul and 
his friends from praising the Lord. In their praises, the Lord 
responded by setting them free from prison. He sent an earthquake 
to open the prison doors that they might go free. 

 Paul and Silas, however, decide to stay in the prison. Apparently, 
the event has given them an open door for the gospel.  

 The man in charge of the jail sees what has happened and assumes 
that the prisoners have all escaped. Killing himself would be 
preferable to the shame and punishment he would receive from his 
superiors.  

 Just as he is about to commit suicide, he hears Paul’s voice. “We are 
all here!” What an amazing event! What would cause prisoner to 
stay in the jail when they could have easily gone free?  

 The praises and preaching of Paul and Silas not only capture the 
attention of their fellow prisoners, but cause the jailer to ask “How 
can I be saved?” Or in essence, ‘How can I know the God that you 
worship?’ 
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 Paul’s response is simply “Believe in the Lord Jesus.” Salvation 
comes through simple genuine faith in Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Lord, the Son of God. 

 In his letter to the church at Rome, Paul describes the heart of his 
ministry. He says that by the power of the Holy Spirit, he seeks to 
preach the good news of Jesus Christ to those who have never 
heard it. He seeks to call people out of the kingdom darkness and 
into the kingdom of Christ (Colossians 1.13). 

Meaning of the Story 

 Through simple faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God who bore 
human sin on the cross and defeated death and Satan when he was 
raised on the third day, anyone anywhere can now come into God’s 
eternal kingdom.  

The Story and Us 

 When asked “What must I do to be saved?” Paul replied simply 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus.” This does not imply that coming to 
Christ is easy. It does however suggest that it is simple. We should 
make it our purpose to put no stumbling block in someone’s path 
that would prevent someone coming to Christ. The gospel calls for a 
response of genuine saving faith. Let us not ask for more. 

 Paul did not have to be asked to preach the gospel; he made it his 
ambition. He pursued opportunities to tell people the good news 
about Jesus. He intentionally sought out people who had never 
heard the good news so that he might have the privilege of 
announcing it to them. Our passion for the gospel should mirror 
that of Paul. No one should have to try to convince us to tell people 
about Jesus. Let us make it our ambition to make Christ known 
where he is not known! 

 The prisoners and the jailer were drawn to the Lord by the worship 
of his servants. Worship is an essential piece of our mission. We 
cannot draw people to a God about whom we are not passionate 
and serious. The credibility of our message is directly related to the 
genuineness and fervor of our worship. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Acts 16.31  
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The Letters of Paul – Defining the Church’s Identity: 
Galatians 4.4–7, Ephesians 6.10–20 

The Story of the Bible – The Last Days 

Understanding the Story 

 Paul was a missionary church planter. Wherever he traveled, he 
gathered disciples into church bodies and trained and appointed 
local leaders.  He would then move on to the next city or town and 
start another church.  

 Paul had ongoing relationships with his church plants. He visited 
them, or sent his associates to visit. He also wrote letters to these 
churches to instruct, rebuke, and encourage them. These letters not 
only gave shape to these early churches, but continued to shape the 
church’s identity through the ages.  

 Paul often used imagery to help the church understand its identity 
and mission. While there are dozens of images that could be 
discussed, two stand out as particularly prominent and helpful: the 
church as the family of God, and the church as the army of the Lord. 

 The Church as the Family of God: Galatians 4.4‒7 

 The context here is Paul’s argument to the Galatians that 
we become a part of the people of God by faith in Jesus 
Christ, not by following a set of laws or rules. Paul says the 
Lord waited for the “fullness of time” to send his Son, Jesus 
Christ.  

 Paul pictures existence apart from Christ as slavery to the 
law, or to the elementary principles of this world. 
Ultimately, our slavery was to the sin and the evil one, who 
reigns through death (see John 8.34‒36, Hebrews 2.14‒15). 
The Lord redeemed us (purchased our freedom). 

 We are freed from slavery by adoption. God adopts us 
through Christ, and we become his family. If we are his 
children, we have been made heirs of God’s promises and 
blessing through Jesus Christ, the true Son. 

 As adopted children, we are brothers and sisters in Christ 
(and of Christ, see Hebrews 2.10‒11), the very family of 
God, our Father. 
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 The Church as the Army of the Lord: Ephesians 6.10‒20 

 The family of God is also pictured as the army of the Lord. 

 Here Paul paints a picture of a great war. The church, as the 
people of God, is engaged in a great cosmic battle against 
the forces of darkness and evil in the world.  

 Paul tells believers to arm themselves for the great spiritual 
war. The armor described by Paul here equips us for battle 
with our spiritual enemy.  

 We are soldiers in the Lord’s army fighting in the greatest 
battle the universe has ever known. We fight, however, 
with the clear and deep assurance that Christ is the final 
victor (Revelation 17.14)! 

Meaning of the Story 

 The church of Jesus Christ is the family of God and the army of the 
Lord. 

The Story and Us 

 The Family of God ‒ The image of family speaks of our connection 
with one another, our deep care for one another, and our 
unyielding loyalty to God. Families are connected with one another 
in a way that goes beyond friendship or common interests. There is 
a real unity that can never be broken. Family ties and family love 
endure even the toughest obstacles, and families have an unending 
loyalty to each other. The point here is not so much that we should 
try to be like a family as that the church is in fact a family. 

 The Army of the Lord ‒ The image of an army speaks of our 
common commitment to a mission in the face of violent opposition. 
To be part of the kingdom of God is to be opposed by the kingdom 
of the evil one. He opposes us not usually by direct assault, but by 
undermining us as representatives of the Lord. We are called to take 
a stand against the evil one and be completely dedicated to the 
mission like soldiers. Again, the point is not so much that we should 
act like an army as it is that in fact we have entered into a great war 
where Christ is the victor! 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Ephesians 6.11–12  
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The Return of Christ – Final Victory: Revelation 19.11–
21, 20.7–15 

The Story of the Bible – The Final Victory 

Understanding the Story 

 Jesus promised his return several times during his life (see for 
instance Matthew 24.30 and John 14.1‒3). When Jesus ascended 
into the heaven an angel announced to the stunned Apostles that 
just as they saw him leave, Jesus would return one day (Acts 1.11). 

 The last few chapters of Revelation (17‒22) describe a future day 
when the initial victory won by Christ in his death and resurrection 
will be completed. He will return to destroy evil from the earth and 
renew all things. 

 Jesus comes as a warrior on a white horse to do battle against evil. 
He is called “Faithful and True” (v.11), “The Word of God” (v.13), 
and “King of kings and Lord of lords” (v.16). 

 The beast is a figure in the book of Revelation who arises to lead the 
rulers of the earth in doing evil and opposing Jesus. He is the symbol 
of worldly and demonic opposition to God. 

 Under the leadership of the beast, the forces of wickedness draw up 
battle lines against the Lord, but Jesus’ victory is sure. An angel 
announces the destruction of the wicked before the battle even 
begins (vv.17‒18). Christ’s victory is decisive and swift. 

 This victory is the precursor to the great final victory over Satan. 
Revelation 20.7‒15 occurs after a 1,000 years of peace under the 
reign of Christ. 

 Once again the forces of evil draw up battle lines against the Lord. 
This time, however, Satan himself stands as their general. Once 
again, the victory of Christ is decisive and swift.  

 After the devil is defeated and thrown into the lake of fire, the Lord 
makes a great final judgment of humanity. Anyone whose name was 
not written in the book  of life from before the foundation of the 
world (see Revelation 13.8) will be thrown into the lake of fire.  

 Finally, death and Hades will be thrown into the lake of fire. At last, 
sin, and death, and Satan are no more! Everything evil and wrong 
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has been destroyed, and the victory of God through Jesus Christ is 
final! 

Meaning of the Story 

 Jesus will have the final victory over the enemies of God! Evil of 
every kind will be utterly destroyed in the lake of fire forever. 

The Story and Us 

 The victory of Christ is an already/not yet victory. This means that 
Christ has already defeated sin, evil, and death in his death and 
resurrection. These realities, however, still continue to exist. Christ’s 
victory is not yet final. One day he will forever destroy the enemies 
of God. We live in this already/not yet tension where we are freed 
from the guilt of sin but not its presence, freed from the sting of 
death but not its reality, freed from the reign of Satan but not his 
influence.  

 We can experience the victory of Christ in our lives today. The 
evidence of the kingdom of darkness is everywhere. Pain, sorrow, 
hatred, bitterness, anger, violence, and immorality are normal in 
our world. Jesus Christ has overcome the darkness, and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, he sets people free. As we experience the 
victory of Christ, our lives become the evidence of the gospel for an 
observing world. We announce what we know, and invite people 
into the victory that we live! 

 Those who do not know Christ will be judged and thrown into the 
lake of fire forever. The place intended only the enemies of God will 
be the eternal home of many people. Reflecting on this, Paul says 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, let us 
persuade others…” (2 Corinthians 5.10‒11a). The eternal judgment 
of the lost should embolden us to proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the lost! 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Revelation 17.14 
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God’s Eternal Kingdom: Revelation 21.1–8, 22.1–5 

The Story of the Bible – Beyond Time 

Understanding the Story 

 The final victory of the Christ ushers in the eternal kingdom of God. 

 Visions of heaven where we become winged creatures that float on 
clouds and play harps are profoundly unbiblical. The reality that 
Revelation 21‒22 present is a new heaven and a new earth. 

 The Lord has prepared an eternal city, the New Jerusalem, where he 
will live with his redeemed people forever. The New Jerusalem will 
be a beautiful paradise where no effect of the curse, no hint of sin, 
no whisper of evil will ever enter.  

 The majesty of the New Jerusalem will be the full, unhindered, real 
presence of the Almighty God. He will live in the city and reign over 
the new heavens and new earth.  

 In the New Jerusalem, heaven becomes a place on earth. It is a real 
city with plants, and streets, and rivers. We will be real people with 
new bodies that do not grow old, wear out, break down, succumb 
to weakness, or bring us shame (1 Corinthians 15.42‒44).  

 Unlike the Garden Eden, the New Jerusalem will have no serpent 
and no forbidden tree. God’s eternal kingdom will be a perfect 
place. Everything God intended his creation to be will come to 
fruition in the New Jerusalem. We will experience his full blessing, 
the complete joy of living perfectly under his reign without end! 

Meaning of the Story 

 The victory of the kingdom of God is Jesus Christ will result in an 
eternal paradise where the redeemed will dwell with the Lord. 
There will be no remnant or possibility of sin, or the curse, or death 
or evil forever! 

The Story and Us 

 God’s mission from the outset has been to bring all things in the 
universe under his gracious reign so that creation can experience 
the blessedness and joy of knowing him. He will finally fulfill his 
purpose. We can be assured, without doubt or wavering, that the 
Lord almighty will do what he says he will do. In the words of the 
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angel to John, “These words are trustworthy and true” (Revelation 
22.6). 

 Like the victory of Christ, the kingdom of God is an already/not yet 
kingdom. We enter into eternal life under God’s kingdom reign 
when we become Christians by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
However, the world still lies under the power of the evil one. The 
kingdom of darkness is still alive and well in the world. One day, all 
of existence will indeed be brought under God’s kingdom reign. 
Everything that refuses God’s reign will be cast into the lake of fire 
forever. The church of Jesus Christ that already lives under God’s 
kingdom reign is a foretaste of the age to come. In us the world 
should see and experience a little of what God’s eternal kingdom 
will be; peace, joy, truth, love, freedom, and the presence of God! 

 Hope is an essential piece of following Christ. Life is hard. Following 
Christ does not make it easier. When we seek to follow Christ, the 
evil one will come against us and oppose us. The sure hope of an 
eternal home free from sin and evil can sustain us through whatever 
difficulty or suffering we may face. Our hope is an eternal home 
where everything wrong and broken is right and whole, where 
sickness gives way to eternal health, where difficulty gives way to 
peace, where grief gives way to joy, and where our Father will 
embrace us as his family forever. 

Preview of What is to Come – The Story of the Bible 

Memory Verse – Revelation 21.3–4  
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The Nicene Creed – A Summary of the Story of the 

Bible 

Review The Story of the Bible 

From Where Did the Nicene Creed Come? 

 The early church faced dozens of destructive false teachings. No 
false teacher was more influential or destructive than Arius. 

 Arius taught that the Son, who was incarnate as Jesus, was a 
created being, not equal with God the Father. Up to this point the 
church had taught that God the Son was co-eternal and equal with 
the Father. So then Jesus Christ was God in the flesh. The 
controversy over Arius’ teaching became so great that it threatened 
to tear the church in half. In 325, church leaders from all over the 
Christian world gathered in Nicaea (modern day Iznik, Turkey). The 
leaders condemned the teaching of Arius as unbiblical and contrary 
to teachings of the Apostles. 

 They drafted a statement of faith, or creed (from the Latin credo, ‘I 
believe’), asserting the core truths of the faith and condemning the 
teachings of Arius. This statement was expanded and edited in 381 
at the council of Constantinople. The Creed was immediately 
adopted as the universal statement of faith for the church. 

 Since 381, the Nicene Creed has been accepted as the defining 
statement of core Christian doctrine by every major branch of the 
church (Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and 
Protestant). 

An Outline Summary of the Story of God 

 For the early church the story of the Bible was outlined in three key 
movements: 

Creation    Incarnation    New Creation 

 Creation ‒ How did the world come into existence? How did 
things get the way they are? 

 Before Time 

 In the Beginning 
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 Incarnation ‒ What has God done/is God doing about it? 

 God’s Unfolding Plan (The Incarnation Promised and 
Anticipated) 

 The Fullness of Time 

 New Creation ‒ Where is all of this headed? 

 The Last Days (The New Creation begun in the Holy 
Spirit) 

 The Final Victory 

 Beyond Time 

 Coinciding with this, the theology of the early church (reflected in 
the sectioning of the Creed) is outlined very simply: 

 Father ‒ Creator of All Things 

 Son ‒ Christ, the Incarnate Word 

 Spirit ‒ Initiator of the a New Creation 

 Baptism (standing for the whole Christian life as part of the 
Church) ‒ Becoming part of the New Creation 

 The Text of the Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of 
God, begotten of the Father before all ages, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not created, 
of the same essence as the Father, Through whom all things 
were made. 

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became human. Who for us too was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and life-giver, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who together with the 
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sin, and we 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the age to 
come. 

Amen. 

 The Essence of the Creed in Story Form 

 The Father almighty is the true creator and ruler of all 
things. He is the one who made this world, and decided 
from before time to draw out of the earth a people for 
himself. In his great grace and love, the Father would do this 
by sending his own Son. 

 In the fullness of time, God the Son, who is eternally equal 
with the Father, took on flesh, born of a virgin, and became 
human. God had promised his people a Messiah, a Christ, 
who would come and save them. Jesus came as the 
Messiah, and through his perfect life, innocent suffering and 
sacrificial death, resurrection and ascension to the right 
hand of the Father, he gained victory over sin, death, and 
Satan. He reasserted God’s kingdom rule in the world. 
When Christ left, he promised to return and finalize forever 
the victory of the kingdom of God over evil. 

 At Pentecost, God sent the Holy Spirit to be with his church. 
The Spirit indwells every true follower of Jesus, creating 
new life in us, baptizing us into the one body, sealing us for 
redemption, gifting us for service, and empowering us for 
ministry. As an equal with the Father and the Son, he is 
God’s very presence with the church.  

 Now the Church, standing in the line of the apostles of Jesus 
himself, is a unified people across all space and time, set 
apart as holy for his kingdom work. We walk in new life, 
baptized and forgiven, and we share the common hope of 
living forever in God’s eternal kingdom. 
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Explanation of Difficult Phrases in the Creed 

 The Son “became human.” ‒ Jesus was fully God and fully human. 
He took on a human nature without sacrificing anything of his divine 
nature, and united the two in one person. 

 The Church is “catholic.” ‒ The Greek word catholic means 
universal. The catholicity of the church means that there is one 
universal body of Christ united across history and geography. This 
term predates the Roman Catholic Church and should not be seen 
as affirming our identification with that branch of Christianity. 

 “Baptism for the Forgiveness of Sin” – This is a near direct quotation 
of Peter in Acts 2.38; For the early church, water baptism, the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, and regeneration (new life) are a single 
event. A person was not regarded as Christian until they had been 
baptized. Later controversies would demand that the church clarify 
the theological relationship of water baptism and new birth.  

The Value of the Creed 

 Identifies the core beliefs of Christianity ‒ With so many varieties of 
Christianity it can be very difficult to discern what we all hold in 
common and what is truly core to our faith. The Creed helps define 
these issues for us. 

 Gives a clear, short, memorable outline of the story of Scripture ‒ 
The Bible is a long and diverse book. It is easy to get lost in the 
details and miss the bigger picture. The Creed helps us keep the 
whole in mind as we engage the various parts. 

 Provides guardrails for reading the Bible ‒ People read the Bible 
differently. The Creed is like a guardrail that keeps us from falling 
into false readings of Scripture. 

 Guide for teaching the solid truths of the faith ‒ We desperately 
need voices to proclaim the solid truths of Scripture with clarity and 
conviction!  

Memory Verse – 2 Timothy 2.2 
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APPENDIX: THE STORY OF THE BIBLE 
Adapted from From Before Time to Beyond Time: The Plan of God in 
Human History by Don L. Davis 


