
Christ the Victor Church 
CTV and Joshua 

The Victory that Sums Up All Things 
Christ the Victor zealously seeks to raise the banner of the victory of Christ in the 

hardest, darkest, poorest places of the cities of our world. We yearn for the Lord to invade a dark 
land through faithful warriors and take it for his kingdom, just as he did in the days of Joshua. 

In Scripture, the infinite one, the creator of all things, has given us his own telling of the 
world and of all existence. His all-encompassing story insists that there is a unity between us, as 
Christians today, and the people of God across the ages, even back to the days of Adam and 
Eve. God’s story is the story of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, David and 
the prophets. His story is also the story of Jesus, the Apostles, the church across history, and 
Christ the Victor Church today. The story of the victory of God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ covers 
us all.  

CTV seeks a movement of churches that aggressively pursue the advance of God’s 
kingdom by the power of the Holy Spirit. We view our mission very much like the mission of 
Joshua in the taking of the land of Canaan.  
A Dark Land 

In the days of Moses and Joshua, the land of Canaan was a dark and evil place where 
Satan’s dominion was obvious and tangible (see Lev 18.24–30; Deut 12.29–31, 18.9–14). In many 
ways, Canaanite culture approved and even valued terrible human horrors. Children were 
burned as offerings to pagan gods. Sexual perversions of every kind were normal and even 
honorable. They consulted their demonic gods with disgusting rituals of witchcraft and talking 
with the dead, even reading fortunes from the entrails of disemboweled animals. For all of these 
abominations, the Lord said, the land was ready to vomit out the Canaanites. 

As a leader in the city you see first-hand the active and tangible expressions of the 
dominion of darkness. The culture of the city often approves and even values terrible 
expressions of sin. Satan rules his kingdom by keeping people enslaved to lust, greed, and 
pride. Sexual promiscuity and perversion are a way of life for many in the city. Thriving drug 
trade and theft rings are founded on the vain desire for riches. Violence and crime are worn like 
medals of honor that display real power. Gangs offer a culture that promotes and rewards these 
values. Like Canaan, the cities of our world are dark places where the devil has very often been 
allowed free reign with disastrous results.  



But the Lord is always at work to shine his light into the darkness! 
The Invasion of the Lord 

In the conquest of Canaan, the Lord himself came to make war against evil. God had 
given his people the Ark of the Covenant as a symbol of his unique and dynamic presence in 
their midst. God was everywhere, but Israel was the focal point of his active presence in the 
world. By the power of his presence, the people crossed into Canaan through the Jordan River 
on dry land (Josh 3–4). When priests carrying the Ark stepped into the river, the waters stopped 
flowing so that Israel could enter the land. After they passed over, the priests stepped out of the 
dry river bed and the waters rushed back to their place. Just as the Lord rescued his people 
from Egypt through the Red Sea, he brought them into their land through the Jordan.  

After they entered the land, their first obstacle was Jericho. Jericho was a fortress city 
with thick high walls. On the eve of the battle with Jericho, the commander of the Lord’s army 
appeared to Joshua as a warrior with his sword drawn (Josh 5.13–15). Like Moses at the burning 
bush, Joshua bowed his face to the ground and took off his sandals, for he was on holy ground. 
The commander made it clear that while the Israelites were the soldiers, the Lord himself was 
coming to invade Canaan.  

Through his church, the Lord himself still comes to make war on the evil forces that 
wreck people’s lives in the city. God has given us the Holy Spirit, his unique and dynamic 
presence in our midst. Like Israel, the church is the focal point of God’s active presence in the 
world. God can do anything at any time, but he chooses to work through his church. It is 
through you and me that the Lord is invading the darkness and gaining victory for his 
kingdom. If we truly want to see cities won for Christ, we must understand the centrality and 
importance of the church. CTV seeks the advance of the kingdom through the church. Whether 
through CTV churches or others that join us, we long to see God invade cities, defeat evil and 
darkness, and bring salvation to those who live under the power of the devil. 
The Faithful Warriors 

The faith and obedience of Joshua and his army were an essential part of the victory of 
God in Canaan. I cannot imagine that God’s battle plan for Jericho made any sense to Joshua or 
his army (Josh 6). There is no good reason that marching around a city day after day and then 
making a lot of noise should cause a fortress city to crumble. There is no natural means by 
which this plan brought success. Yet, the faithful warriors believed the word of God and obeyed 
his command. The result was a tremendous victory through faith and obedience.  



The importance of faith and obedience was made painfully clear when Israel attempted 
to attack the next city, Ai (Josh 7). The Israelite spies thought so little of Ai that they 
recommended to Joshua that only a small portion of the army need go to the fight. Yet because 
of the sin of Achan, the inferior army of Ai defeated the Israelites. Only when Joshua rooted out 
the sin and cleansed the camp did the Lord once again give victory to the people (Josh 8).  

As with the Israelites, God will gain his victory in the city through the faith and 
obedience of the church. As faithful warriors we must believe the word of God and obey his 
command. We are engaged in spiritual battle with cosmic powers and spiritual forces of evil 
(Eph 6.12). Jesus’ battle plan for this war was an odd route to victory (like God’s plan at 
Jericho). His own conquest took on the form of being beaten, murdered, and buried. Yet in 
these, he defeated the greatest forces of evil and darkness in the universe. As followers of 
Christ, you and I are commanded to engage in this battle by taking up our own cross and 
walking the path of self-death with Jesus. We are given spiritual weapons with divine power (2 
Cor 10.4). Like Israel’s battle with Jericho, our war is fought and won by faith and obedience.  
Taken for His Kingdom 

By the presence and power of the Lord, Israel seized the land of Canaan (Josh 9–12). 
Joshua and his army swept through the land conquering city after city and king after king. They 
took key strongholds from which the rest of the land could be overtaken by the tribes. The 
victories of Joshua’s army enabled him to portion out the land so that each tribe could go 
occupy their own territory. God’s people are established in the land of Canaan under God’s 
blessed kingdom reign. 

We believe that God wants to seize the cities of our world for his kingdom. You are part 
of an aggressive attempt to advance the kingdom of God by planting churches that multiply in 
the hardest, darkest places of our cities. As you see strong churches established, you will deploy 
new leaders to advance the kingdom in new areas. By the will and power of the Lord, Christ the 
Victor will be an unstoppable global movement of CTV churches, which declare and 
demonstrate the victory of the kingdom of God through Jesus Christ! 
 


