
CHRIST THE VICTOR CHURCH 
The Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed  Christ the Victor uses the Nicene Creed as our statement of faith in order to unite ourselves to 

the faith as it has been confessed and believed throughout history and across the world. Many 
traditions use the Apostles’ Creed as a basic statement of the historic faith. While 
acknowledging the validity and extreme importance of the Apostles’ Creed, CTV has several 
reasons for preferring the Nicene Creed as our confession of faith. 
The Question of Origin 
Clarity of origin favors the Nicene Creed. 

Our knowledge of the origin of the Apostles’ Creed is murky at best. The legend with 
regard to the Apostles’ Creed is that it was formulated by Jesus’ apostles in the first century AD. 
Unfortunately, this is nothing more than a legend. While it would be amazing to possess a creed 
crafted by the biblical apostles, what we now know as the Apostles’ Creed likely originated, in a 
simpler form, as a baptismal confession sometime in the 3rd or 4th centuries AD. It is very 
difficult to pinpoint a clear time for its origin. The first record we have of its current form is 
around AD 750.1 The creed appears to have evolved into its current form slowly over several 
centuries.  

Our knowledge of the origin of the Nicene Creed, by contrast, is quite clear. In AD 325, 
the first council of Nicaea gathered to respond to the Arian heresy. Eusebius of Caesarea 
brought a creedal statement to the council. Based on this document, the council drafted the 
Creed of Nicaea as a statement of the apostolic faith, and a condemnation of Arianism. In 381, 
the council of Constantinople revised the Creed of Nicaea, in order to meet new theological 
challenges. This revised creed, known now as the Nicene Creed, is the very same creed we 
confess today.  
‘Everywhere, Always, by All’ 

The universal acceptance of the Nicene Creed along with the authority of the ecumenical 
councils that drafted it favor the Nicene Creed. 

As noted above, the unclear origin of the Apostles’ Creed makes it difficult to say with 
any certainty who exactly decided on these points of the faith. What is clear is that it was crafted 
in the Latin-speaking Christian west. While the western church (Roman Catholic, Protestant, 
                                                           1 Documents of the Christian Church, 3rd Ed., Eds. Henry Bettenson and Chris Maunder (Oxford, 1999), p. 26. 



and Anglican) has made wide use of the Apostles’ Creed, the Greek-speaking Eastern Church 
has never recognized or used this creed. The Apostles’ Creed itself does not meet the Vincentian 
standard of ‘everywhere, always, by all.’ This is not to say that it contains doctrine that fails to 
meet this standard, but that this particular form of confessing the faith is not truly universal. 

The Nicene Creed on the other hand “is the universal creed of Christendom” (Roger 
Olson and Adam English, Pocket History of Theology, IVP, 2005, p.39). It originated through the 
first two ecumenical councils (Nicaea and Constantinople), which are universally accepted as 
valid and authoritative. It is hard to overstate the theological importance of the ecumenical 
councils. In many ways, the Christian faith as we know it today is articulated through these 
councils. “Other creeds and confessions of faith were written later, but all of them in the 
Orthodox, Catholic, and magisterial, or mainline, Protestant traditions are meant to be 
elaborations and interpretations of this one” (Ibid.). Few things meet the standard of 
‘everywhere, always, by all’ as clearly as the Nicene Creed. 
The Issue of Completeness 
Completeness favors the Nicene Creed.  

The Apostles’ Creed is succinct and compact. At a simple statistical level, the version of 
the Apostles’ Creed in the Book of Common Prayer (1979) is 110 words broken down into 18 
phrases. By comparison, the version of the Nicene Creed in the Book of Common Prayer is 226 
words broken down into 33 phrases. The Apostles’ Creed is just less than half the length of the 
Nicene Creed.  

The added length of the Nicene Creed incorporates a number of important doctrinal 
statements that make it a more complete and well-rounded confession. A few examples will 
suffice to make the point.  



In the article on the Father, the Nicene Creed adds that he is the creator of ‘all things visible and 
invisible.’ This important qualification clarifies that God is the creator, not only of the natural physical 
realm, but also of the supernatural spiritual realm. This important point establishes that God alone is 
eternal, and that the devil is not his equal opposite. 

In the article on the Son, the Nicene Creed adds an entire section on the person of the Son as 
the only begotten of the Father. The challenge of Arianism demanded that the church define what it 
means for the Son to be begotten and yet co-eternal and co-equal with the Father and the Spirit. The 
Apostles’ Creed simply moves into the work of the Son beginning with the incarnation. 

The article on the Holy Spirit in the Apostles’ Creed simply states ’I believe in the Holy Spirit.’ 
The Nicene Creed goes into greater detail to establish the Spirit as a distinct person of the Trinity co-
eternal and co-equal with the Father and the Son. It also identifies the Spirit as the one who speaks 
through the prophets.  

Summary 
Without denigrating or ignoring the Apostles’ Creed, CTV chooses to use the Nicene Creed as 

our confession of faith. We do this based on consideration of its origin, its universality and its relative 
completeness.  
 
 


