
CHRIST THE VICTOR CHURCH 
The Liturgy of the Sacred Service with Explanation and Commentary 

The Basic Structure of the Liturgy 
Following the ancient church traditions about worship, the Liturgy of the CTV Sacred 

Service is organized into two large movements, the Word and the Table. Each of these 
movements is broken down into three parts so that there are six major blocks to our liturgy. The 
graphic below illustrates these blocks. 

We begin our service by preparing for the Word of God. The liturgy is a single offering of 
worship by the whole congregation for the glory of God. As a congregation we draw near to the 
very presence of God. We dedicate ourselves with prayer, and we enter his courts with praise.  

We then enter into retelling the story through the Word. It is our duty as the church to 
declare the whole counsel of God. We must read and teach the Scriptures. 

After this we respond to the Word. We are a royal priesthood serving our God. The Holy 
Spirit lives and moves in every Christian. CTV churches take this very seriously and allow the 
congregation an opportunity to respond to the Word by giving testimony and ministering to 
one another in prayer. 

As we move to the Table, we prepare ourselves to receive the body and blood of the Lord. We 
should always take time to prepare ourselves when we come to the Table of the Lord (1 Cor 
11.18–32). As we approach our Savior, we prepare to enter into the fullness of our union with 
him. 

We then reenact the great climax of the story. Now comes the great summit of the liturgy 
and indeed of our whole life together. We offer praise before the Lord and rehearse once again 
the history of his amazing grace toward us. Then we all partake together of the body and blood 
of the Lord and ‘from his fullness we all receive grace upon grace’ (John 1.16). 

The Word The Table 

 Retelling Reenactment 



Finally, we respond to the Table. Having remembered the story in its retelling and entered 
the story in its reenactment, we are sent into the world as representatives of Christ to declare 
and demonstrate the gospel until the Lord’s return. 
The Elements of the Service 

The basic six-part structure has organized Christian liturgy across the ages. Historically, 
there are certain elements that are done at each part of the service. Here is a simple table that 
lists the elements that fit in each part and the Liturgy of the Sacred Service. Each of these elements 
is further defined and explained in the Practical Commentary on the Liturgy. 

The Word 

Preparation 

Welcome 
Lighting of Candles 
Invocation 
Psalm for the Day 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs 

Retelling 
Reading of Lectionary Scriptures 
Chief Song 
Teaching of the Word 

Response Prayers of the People 

The Table 

Preparation 
Nicene Creed 
Confession of Sin 
The Peace 

Reenactment 
The Preface (Praise and the Rehearsal of the Story) 
Reenactment of the Supper 
Prayer 

Response 
Closing Song 
Extinguishing of Candles 
Benediction 

 
 



PRACTICAL COMMENTARY ON THE LITURGY OF THE SACRED SERVICE 
Liturgy and Freedom 

The Liturgy of the Sacred Service is a good skeleton, but your church must bring it to life. 
At best, the liturgy is a guide that gives shape to your worship. You must take this guide and 
lead your church into true worship. Your church will undoubtedly flesh out this skeleton into a 
vibrant and dynamic service of weekly worship. The structure of the liturgy provides a real and 
visible unity among CTV Churches and connects us with the church across space and time. 
However, within this structure you have pastoral freedom to follow the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in ministering to the church. 

It is important, however, that our freedom never becomes an excuse for sloppiness or 
half-heartedness in our worship (Heb 12.28–29). The liturgy is a sacrifice of praise offered before 
the throne of Almighty God. Every act and word is done toward him. Even those things which 
seem to be directed at us are really offered to him in our presence. Thoughtfully approach the 
doing of the essential elements, treating them as important priestly duties, even in the exercise 
of your freedom. 

What follows here is a practical commentary on the liturgy that can help you 
understand and lead the CTV Sacred Service.  
Preparation for the Word 

 
 Welcome – Take time to welcome the congregation and, if applicable, to acknowledge 

the presence of guests. The welcome is an important part of creating a warm atmosphere 
in your church. It sets the mood for the service and ushers people into a mindset of 
worship. Make sure that you think about your welcome ahead of time. Be well-prepared 
and excited for worship. 

 Lighting the Candles – Every CTV service has the candle lighting and accompanying 
reading. The purpose of the candles is three-fold. First, and most importantly, the fire 
symbolizes the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst. It is a visual reminder that we 



are in the presence of Almighty God. Second, the candles mark off the service as sacred 
time and space. They remind us that any space or time is sanctified by the church 
gathering to serve the Lord. Finally, it is a visual representation of our prayers and 
worship being offered as a sacrifice and going up into the presence of the Lord.  

 Invocation – Offer a prayer for the blessing and presence of God in our worship. You 
may choose to pray freely or to use one of the prayers provided as a resource.  

 Psalm for the Day – The lectionary Psalm for the day is read as an opening to the time of 
music. There are a number of ways you can do this. You could simply have one person 
read it. You could read it in a call and response fashion, where a leader reads some parts 
and the congregation responds with other parts. You could even choose to have the 
whole congregation read it together (if you do this make sure everyone has a copy from 
the same translation). Some of the lectionary Psalms may be too long to read in their 
entirety. In that case, the reading may be shortened, but make sure you include the 
portions of the Psalm relevant to the theme of the day. 

 Hymns and Spiritual Songs – The church sings hymns and spiritual songs appropriate to 
the church season and day. There is no set length or limit on the number of songs, and 
no prescription for the types of music that you can use here. Only make sure to 
remember that our songs should always focus on the person and work of the Lord, not 
on ourselves. 

Other Elements You Might Consider Here: 
 Fellowship Time – You may want to add a fellowship break to your service. It is 

important that worship always remain a communal act. Fellowship can be an important 
piece in the service that reminds us that we come before the Lord together. 

 Church Year Weekly Prayer – A brief thematic prayer is given for each week of the 
church year in your CTV Book of Shared Spirituality. This prayer may be a helpful aid in 
your service. 

 Offering Time – The people of God are commanded to give their money to support the 
work of the church. There are a number of ways you could collect an offering, but one of 
the simplest is by having a time in the service where people can give. However you 
choose to do this, you should always make clear that giving is an act of worship like 
singing and prayer. 

 Creative Expressions – Our God is a creative God who expresses himself in dozens of 
ways. The church should make room for that creativity to express itself in worship. Art, 



dance, poetry, mime, song, and many other forms can enrich and complement the 
liturgy in amazing ways. You should foster and honor creativity in your church. 

Proclamation of the Word 

 
 Reading of the Lectionary Scriptures – Read aloud the lectionary texts from the Revised 

Common Lectionary (as outlined in the CTV BOSS). The responses remind the reader 
and the congregation that the words spoken during this time are the very Word of God. 
You will need to give some comment that helps the church see the themes and 
connections of the texts. If a reading is too long to be read in full, you may shorten it, but 
make sure to retain the essence of the passage. 

 Chief Song – This is a song especially chosen to coincide with the theme of the day. It 
portrays musically the essence of what the lectionary texts proclaim verbally.  

 Teaching of the Word – A teacher will choose one of the lectionary texts and explain it 
for the exhortation and edification of the church. You may at this time desire to depart 
from the lectionary in your teaching. During the first half of the year (Advent–Pentecost) 
you should follow the lectionary. The season of Kingdomtide (Ordinary Time) offers 
quite a bit more freedom. You could choose a topic to cover, like spiritual gifts. You 
might want to slow down with a particular book of the Bible and spend a few extra 
weeks going in depth with it. The lectionary provides a broader structure in which you 
may exercise this freedom. 

Response to the Word 

 



 Prayers of the People – The church responds to the Word by offering prayers for one 
another. If possible, you should allow the congregation to share what the proclamation 
of the Word may have stirred in their hearts, and bring requests and burdens before the 
church. The church should pray for these in whatever manner you see fit. It is important 
to remember that this is not a second teaching time, but a time for the community to 
speak. 

Other Elements You Might Consider Here: 
 Testimonies – God is at work in people’s lives. There is no ‘if’ or ‘maybe’ about it. You 

should give people opportunities to share testimonies of God’s goodness.  
 Songs of Response – You may also want to add another song after the teaching to aid the 

congregation in responding to the Word. Oftentimes the best response we can give when 
we truly behold the Lord simply to praise him! 

Preparation for the Table 

 
 The Nicene Creed – The church affirms the Nicene Creed together as a bridge from the 

Word to the Table. The Creed is an appropriate response to the Word in that it 
summarizes the essence of what is proclaimed to us in Scripture. This summary of the 
greatness and goodness of the Lord then leads us to acknowledge our own sin. 

 Confession of Sin – In light of the glory of the Lord, we take time to acknowledge our 
sins and seek forgiveness. It is important we confess before approaching the Table.  

 The Peace – Having confessed our sin, we affirm that in Jesus we are completely 
forgiven and have peace with God. We also take time to make/affirm our peace with one 
another before we approach the Table. The Peace is not really a ‘meet and greet’ time. It 
is a significant action where we affirm our unity with God and with one another around 
the Table of the Lord. 

Reenactment of the Table 



 
 Preface – We begin the service of the Table by offering praise and rehearsing the story of 

God in Christ. We acknowledge the Table as our own entry into and participation in the 
grand drama of the victory of God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ. Make sure that you 
tell the story of God well, and do not simply read through it as empty words. This story 
is at the center of our existence, and it defines everything about us. 

 Reenactment of the Supper – We take the bread, bless it, break it, and distribute it to the 
church. We do the same with the cup. In so doing, we reenact the climax of God’s great 
drama, the death of our Lord Jesus. Make sure that the songs sung during this time lead 
people into reflection on the meaning of the body and blood of the Lord. 

 Prayer – The service of the Table ends as the celebrant prays that the spiritual food of the 
body and blood of the Lord Jesus would strengthen us to represent him well until his 
impending return. 

 
 
Response to the Table 

 
 Closing Song – We respond to the Table by giving praise to the Lord in song. The 

Doxology is recommended here because of its wide use, both historically and presently, 
for this purpose.  

 Extinguishing of the Candles – Every service ends with candle extinguishing and the 
accompanying reading. Extinguishing the candles is a visual reminder that each of us 
now must be the light of Christ in the world.  



 Benediction – Speak a blessing and/or give a final charge to the congregation as they 
leave. Make sure that this does not become a rote action to end the service. When you 
dismiss the congregation you are sending them to war. Send them well. You might also 
choose to sing a benediction song together instead of speaking the benediction. 

 


