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Close to God’s Heart 

If you are to engage in credible urban mission, you must demonstrate the gospel, 
testifying through both the proclaimed word and concrete action. You must seek this witness 
with a goal to see communities reached and transformed by Christ. You must believe that those 
who live in the city and are poor can be empowered to live in the freedom, wholeness, and 
justice of God’s kingdom fleshed out in the local church as a part of an urban church planting 
movement.  

Many dozens of texts in both the Old and New Testaments reveal a consistent 
perspective regarding God and those who are poor. They show that God has always had a 
burden for those who lack power, resources, money, or the necessities of life. The standards 
God gave to his covenant people regarding the poor reveal his commitment to the destitute, and 
all groups and classes associated with them. It is clear that the Old Testament includes a 
number of groups in close proximity to the poor, including orphans, widows, slaves, and the 
oppressed (e.g., Deut 15; Ruth; Is 1). Those who exploited and took advantage of the vulnerable 
because of their poverty and weakness would be judged, and mercy and kindness was exhorted 
as the universal standard of God's people on behalf of the poor. The Law provided numerous 
commands regarding the fair and gracious treatment of the poor and the needy, of the demand 
to provide the hungry and destitute with food, and for the liberal treatment of the poor (Deut 
15.11).  

The New Testament reveals God's heart for the poor crystallized in the incarnation of 
Jesus. Jesus proclaimed in his inaugural sermon that he was anointed with God's Spirit to 
proclaim the good news of the kingdom to the poor (Luke 4.18, 6.20), and confirmed his 
messianic identity to John the Baptizer with preaching to the poor, along with healings and 
miracles (Luke 7.18–23). The Lord declared Zacchaeus' justice to the poor as a sign of his 
salvation (Luke 19.8–10), and he identified himself unequivocally with those who were sick, in 
prison, strangers, hungry, thirsty, and naked (Matt 25.31–45). Every facet of Jesus' life and 
                                                           1 The full text of this article may be found at www.worldimpact.org/empowering-the-urban-poor. Christ the Victor Church was initiated by World Impact missionaries and clearly reflects World Impact’s intent to ‘empower the urban poor.’ While this article was originally drafted to explain World Impact’s use of the phrase, it applies equally to our movement. 



ministry intersected with the needs of those who lacked resources and money, and therefore 
could be easily exploited, oppressed, and taken advantage of. 

In the actions and writings of the Apostles, we also see clear statements regarding God's 
election of and care for those who are economically poor. James 2.5 says that God has chosen 
the poor in this world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised to those who 
love him. Paul told the Corinthians that God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise, the weak things of the world to shame the strong, the lowly and despised 
things of this world to nullify the things that are, in order that no one might boast in his 
presence (1 Cor 1.27–29). This text and others thicken our view of the poor as merely lacking 
goods, services, and resources: more than that, the poor are those whose need makes them 
vulnerable to the effect of their need and the world's exploitation, so that they are desperate 
enough to rely on God's strength alone. 
Outposts of the Kingdom 

As Christ the Victor Church, we believe that the poor, like any other people, can be 
redeemed, transformed, and released to be the people of God in their own communities. When 
God wanted to empower his people, he sent his Holy Spirit upon the apostolic company, and 
formed a community which he entrusted with the life of God and the Word of life. The answer 
of God to systemic poverty and neglect was to form a people who embodied the very life of the 
kingdom where freedom, wholeness, and justice reside. These communities are entrusted with a 
mission to gather the elect from among the poorest, most broken people on earth, and, through 
the power of the Spirit and Christian community, see the kingdom come to earth in new 
relationships of hospitality, generosity, and righteousness, right where they live. Every healthy 
functioning church is an outpost of God’s kingdom, and can be a place where true 
transformation takes place. Nothing empowers the poor like a simple assembly of believers, 
obedient to the lordship of Christ! 

Armed with this perspective, we wholeheartedly believe that no organization in the 
history of the world can recognize the dignity and value of the poor like the church of Jesus 
Christ. In light of this conviction, Christ the Victor strives to plant as many churches as fast as 
possible among the various cultures represented by the urban poor, in all of our cities and 
beyond. We are convinced that no other social organization has the endorsement of God, the 
headship of Christ, and the power of the Spirit like a healthy, functioning local church. And, 
nothing empowers a community like facilitating church-planting movements among the urban 
poor, where the life and power of the gospel of Christ can reach and transform entire 
communities as outposts of the kingdom.  



Empowering the Urban Poor 
Christ the Victor is deeply convinced that the Holy Spirit can and will empower the 

lowest and the least in the world’s eyes to be great in the kingdom of God. You must expect 
great things from the urban poor. Do not let yourself be fooled by appearances or 
circumstances.  

Rather than merely meet needs or serve as patrons to the poor, you must believe that the 
Spirit of God can win them, raise them up as leaders, empower them to lead, and release them 
as laborers in their very own communities as ambassadors of Christ. More than being recipients 
of care, you must believe they can receive investment to be God's servant leaders, transformers 
of their communities and co-laborers in God's kingdom work. 

Let us allow Jesus' challenge given so many centuries ago to continue to be our model 
and vision of ministry today as we seek to fulfill the Great Commission among the world's 
urban poor:  

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. [35] For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, [36] I was naked and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ [37] Then the righteous 
will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
[38] And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? [39] And when did 
we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ [40] And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25.34–40 (ESV) 
 


